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SAVANNAH GUIDES 
Savannah Guides is a network of professional tour guides with a collective in-depth knowledge of the natural and cultural assets of Northern 
Australia. It is a not-for-profit company with enterprise and individual members. Savannah Guides works with many of Australia's leading 
tourism, environmental and community organisations to pursue its mission: 

Being an economically sound, community based, professional body maintaining high standards of: Interpretation and public education; Train-
ing and guiding leadership; and through the promotion of ecologically sustainable tourism principles, enhances regional lifestyles and encour-
age protection and conservation of the natural and cultural resources of the Tropical Savannas of Northern Australia.  

Words from our President 

PO Box 63 Georgetown QLD 4871   Phone: 07 4062 1057    
E-mail: info@savannah-guides.com.au   Web site: www.savannah-

Well, the end of another year is upon us and from all reports it's been a productive one. 
From what I hear around the traps most enterprises have managed to get through the 
global financial crisis relatively unscathed and can hopefully look forward to better results 
over the next 12 months. As for Savannah Guides it's been another good year, with plenty 
of highlights to look back on. Obviously the bulk of our work is organising our guide 
schools, and although I didn't personally attend the Winton school in March, from all reports 
it lived up everyone's high expectations given the high energy that "Tricky" Trish Sloan and 
Australian Age of Dinosaurs put into the event. Then in a first, we collaborated with Savan-
nah Way Limited for the inaugural Savannah Symposium at Charles Darwin University in 
Darwin.  

With a wide range of topics relevant to our area of operation, there were also some excel-
lent speakers, with a few members of Savannah Guides among them! 

The 3 day Symposium was then followed up with our Savannah Guide school in Kakadu/
West Arnhem Land. Quite a few Darwin attendees also completed the school leg and it 
was great to have on board some QLD/NT Tourism Government officials, who really added 
something to the event (and I'm not talking about the bar bill!). 
Seriously I'm very happy with the attendance at both schools this year, having  
personally attended several tourism conferences' in 2009 with rego's considered under par 
due the GFC, it's great that Savannah Guides are not only holding their own but again 
leading the way. 

As a final word on the Symposium, a big thanks to our Manager Vicki Jones and  
Savannah Way's Russell Boswell for their outstanding efforts, it was no easy task to get up 
and running and we had some great feedback on the event. Other highlights include our 
MOU's with QLD Derm and Ecotourism Australia, our Tourism North Queensland award for 
Education and Training and although we missed out on a NT Brolga again (to Sky City Ca-
sino), Savannah Site Interpreter Paula Maloney took out the NT Guide Award, and joins a 
string of Savannah Guides to win the award. 

 In other news the Savannah Guides Board have selected the new SGL Manager for 2010. 
After much consideration BozOz Pty Ltd, owned and operated by Russell and Sam Boswell 
have been given the nod. Russell, himself a Savannah Guide and past SGL President, also 
holds the management contract with Savannah Way Limited and the obvious alignment 
with SWL will be an added benefit to SGL members who operate along the route and be-
yond. On that note in closing I wish to thank Northern Gulf Resource Management for 
their SGL management over the past two years and in particular to our Manager Vicki 
Jones for her tireless efforts in not only supporting the SGL Board, but continuing to ensure 
that Savannah Guides is the most interesting, dynamic and above all valuable organisation 
that like minded tourism professionals' can be a part of. 

Merry Christmas and bring on the Undara School! 

Cheers, Andy Ralph 
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Savannah Guides Board 
 

The Savannah Guides Board are a volunteer Board who are elected by the voting members at the 
Annual General Meeting. They each have a two year term as a Board Member and are elected to 
be your link to decision making. 
 
Please contact any Board Member to discuss your ideas and issues. 
 
Your New Board members are: 
 
President: Andy Ralph 

Vice President: Ben Humphries 

Secretary/Treasurer: Ivor Davies 

Director: Trish Sloan 

Director: Paula Moloney 

Director:  Position Vacant 

  
 

E-mail: info@savannah-guides.com.au   Web site: www.savannah-guides.com.au  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Savannah Guides are under new  
management! 

 

Bosoz (Russell Boswell) is taking  
on the Management role of  

Savannah Guides in  
February 2010. 

Contact details TBA 

A big thank you to Vicki Jones 
who has been the manager for 
the last two years. Thank you 

for your dedication and  
6 year commitment you’ve 

put into this wonderful  
organisation.  

On behalf of all the members 
of Savannah Guides... 
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The Savannah Guides Office will be closed  
between 19th December and 4th January  

for Xmas and New Year.  

If you have urgent business please contact Vicki on 
her mobile 0409 045 174. 

Merry Christmas! 

Important  

Notice 

CAFÉ SCIENTIFIC ON ABC Radio National 
 

Tune in to meet a psychopath with a kind heart, discover an identical version of yourself in a parallel universe, and 
help unearth some of the largest dinosaurs in Australia. 

The ABC is offering a stimulating summer of science with the broadcast of its popular Café Scientific events over the 
holiday season on Radio National’s Big Ideas program, 5pm Sundays (see http://www.abc.net.au/rn/about/ for your 
local frequency).  Café Scientific is a lively public discussion hosted by some of the ABC’s finest science personalities. 

This season, scientists of varying views and temperaments will go head to head discussing some of the most fascinat‐
ing science issues of today: 

Sunday December 27, at 5pm: ‘The Science of Parallel Universes’.  Is it possible, in an infinite universe, that there 
could be other copies of YOU out there? Guests include UK‐based space writer Marcus Chown; cosmologist Dr Char‐
ley Lineweaver, and philosopher Professor David Braddon‐Mitchell. Hosted by Dr Paul Willis from ABC TV’s Catalyst 
program. 

 

Sunday January 3, at 5pm: ‘The Science of Psychopaths in Storytelling’. Café Scientific’s special guest is Jeff Lindsay, 
Miami‐based author of the popular books and TV series’ based around a likeable psychopath called Dexter. Also on 
the panel are criminologist Professor Paul Wilson, psychiatrist Dr Dominique Hannah and philosopher Dr William 
Grey. Hosted by Bernie Hobbs from ABC TV’s New Inventors. 
 
Sunday January 10, at 5pm: ‘Dengue Fever and Influenza – what to do?’ This year, Queensland suffered its worst 
outbreak of dengue fever in 50 years: is climate change to blame for spreading the disease? and what can science do?  
With Professor Jacinta Elston (James Cook University), Associate Professor Scott Ritchie (Queensland Health), and 
Professor Rick Speare (James Cook University). Hosted by Bernie Hobbs from ABC TV’s New Inventors. 
 
Sunday January 17, at 5pm: ‘Walking with Dinosaurs … in Winton’Sunday January 17, at 5pm: ‘Walking with Dinosaurs … in Winton’Sunday January 17, at 5pm: ‘Walking with Dinosaurs … in Winton’   
Locked in soil and stone for 100 million years, fossil dinosaurs are being  
discovered by the dozen on outback stations across Queensland. David Elliott, 
chairman,  Australian Age of Dinosaurs; Matthew Herne, University of Qld; and 
palaeontologist Matt White. Hosted by Dr Paul Willis from ABC TV’s Catalyst  
program. 
 
Sunday January 24, at 5pm: ‘Mars ‐ is it worth the trip?’ 

What are the personal and financial costs of sending humans to Mars? It once seemed an impossible dream, but 
rapid changes in space technology are bringing the Red Planet closer than ever. Dr Jonathan Clarke, Mars Society Aus‐
tralia; Dr Pascal Lee, SETI Institute and NASA, astrobioloigst Professor Malcolm Walter. Hosted by Bernie Hobbs from 
ABC TV’s New Inventors and Dr Paul Willis from ABC TV’s Catalyst program. 
 

Café Scientific on Big Ideas, 5pm, Sundays on ABC Radio National from Dec 27 2009 – Jan 24, 2010. 

This session was recorded in 
conjunction of the Winton  

Savannah Guide School in March 
2009.  
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Interesting Books discovered at the School!  

 

THE COOINDA DREAM 
 

By Judy Opitz 

 

This is my story of a ten pound Pom and a crocodile hunter who set up a bush store 
in the wilds of western Arnhem Land in the 1960s.  They called it Cooinda and 
dreamed of spending the rest of their lives in the peace of the bush, chatting to the 
occasional tourist who passed by.   But the bitumen came, tourism took off, and the 
dream was over.  The bush store transformed into a busy motel and, twenty years 
later, was sold to the Traditional Owners and became the Gagudju Lodge Cooinda, 
renowned for its Yellow Water boat cruises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Geology of Australia  
has now been published in a second edition. 

 

This popular book provides a vivid and informative account of the evo-
lution of the Australian continent over the past 4400 million years. 
Starting with the Precambrian rocks that hold clues to the origins of life 
and the development of an oxygenated atmosphere, it then covers the 
warm seas, volcanism and multiple episodes of mountain buildings 
which built the eastern third of the Australian continent. This illuminat-
ing history then details the breakup of Gondwana and development of 
climates and landscapes in modern Australia, the origin of the Great 
Barrier Reef, the basalts in Eastern Australia, the geology of the Solar 
System and finally the development of the continental shelves and 
coastlines.  
The second edition has updated information, and two new chapters 
covering the History and Evolution of Life emphasising examples from 
the fossil record in Australia, and also one on a Geological Perspective 

on Climate Change. From Uluru to the Great Divide, from sapphires to the stars, The Geology of Australia is a com-
prehensive exploration of the timeless forces that have shaped this continent and that continue to do so. David John-
son was on the staff of James Cook University for over 20 years and, though now retired, holds an adjunct position as 
a Senior Principal Research Fellow in the School of Earth & Environmental Sciences at James Cook University. 

To order your copy please fill out the order forms on page 14 & 15 of this newsletter!  
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Getting in touch with mother nature... Some 
great references to help you.  

 

This engaging volume explores the management of fire in one of the 
world’s most flammable landscapes: Australia’s tropical savannas. Im-
pacts have been particularly severe in the Arnhem Land Plateau, a cen-
tre of plant and animal diversity on Indigenous land.  

 

 

 

Where are you now? Rick Murray.... 
Since I left the world of being a tour operator in early 2006 I have been  
earning a living by providing advice and mentoring support on tourism  
business development, particularly in relation to tourism focussed on the  
natural and cultural environment across the north.  Many of my clients are 
new, aboriginal owned businesses in the Top End and most of them have now 
been to at least one Savannah Guides school.  Other clients have been larger 
businesses, tourism development organisations and governments. My work 
has taken me not only right across the tropical savannah’s but even down to 
the Pilbara,  to Uluru and even up to PNG.  I still sit on a few boards  
 including Kakadu NP 

Board of Management, Tourism NT’s Advisory Board, Ecotourism 
Australia and Savannah Way. For the past year or so I have also been 
a Director of Nitmiluk Tours, the company which, among many other 
things, runs all the cruises at Nitmiluk (Katherine) Gorge.  This  
company is owned by the Jawoyn people and has exciting plans for 
the future.   On the home front I am still living in Darwin (where else) 
and spending any free time I can get out sailing – one of the benefits 
of not being out bush all dry season.  Kate, Molly and I have recently 
returned from a holiday on the west coast of South Australia – we 
tried to avoid the build-up this year but it waited for us to return and 
so now we are just hanging out for the monsoon to arrive.   

Merry xmas to all and I hope to catch up with more of you in 2010. 

Do earthquakes get your attention.. 
 

Want to more about Earthquakes - click on this website  
www.iris.edu/seismon/bigmap/index.phtml and you 

monitor the latest earthquakes have occurred including in 
Australia.  
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Australia  

Golden Wattle  
(Acacia pycnantha) 

Taken from New Scientist (31 October 2009 – No2732) page 38, “It’s how you use it that counts”, by 
 Michael Bond. An article about how having a high IQ doesn’t mean you’re smart! 

Test Your Thinking 

When researchers put the following three problems to 3400 students in the US, only 17% got all three 
right. Can you do any better? 

1. A bat and a ball cost $1.10 in total. The bat costs $1.00 more than the ball. How much does the ball 
cost? 

2. If it takes five machines 5 minutes to make five widgets, how long would it take 100 machines to 
make 100 widgets? 

3. In a lake, there is a patch of lily pads. Every day the patch doubles in size. If it takes 48 days for the 
patch to cover the entire lake, how long would it take for the patch to cover half of it? 

And a bonus question... 

4.      Jack is looking at Anne, and Anne is looking at George; Jack is married; George is not. Is a married 
person looking at an unmarried person? 

Answers are on page 8. 

What are Australia’s National, State and Territory flowers? By Tricky :) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Capital Territory 

Royal Bluebell  
(Wahlenbergia gloriosa) 

New South Wales 

Waratah 
(Telopea speciosissima) 

Queensland 

Cooktown Orchid 
(Dendrobium phalaenopsis) 

Victoria 

Common Heath 
(Epacris impressa) 

South Australia 

Sturts Desert Pea 
(Swainsona formosa) 

Western Australia 

Red & Green Kangaroo Paw 
(Anigozanthos manglesii) 

Tasmania 

Tasmanian Blue Gum  
(Eucalyptus globules labill) 

Northern Territory 
Sturts Desert Rose 
(Gossypium sturtianum) 
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 Important News For All Tour Operators About Park Use Fees 
As previously announced, from 1 April 2010 Kakadu will reintroduce park use fees. 
The $25 fee (which is inclusive of GST) will apply to all interstate and international 
visitors aged 16 years and over. All Northern Territory residents and children under 

16 will be exempt. 
An online ticket system is being developed to service Kakadu, Uluru-Kata Tjuta and 

Booderee National Parks. Tickets for Kakadu will be available using this online  
system from around 1 March 2010. 

 
 

Bedrock Village Staff Retreat!!  

We took 10 of our 13 staff and set off in "Kev" to 
Airlie Beach. We had 3 nights in Airlie and 3 

nights at Long Island. 

We all had a ball. 

Cheers from Joe and Jo Lockier 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

On behalf of Australian Age of Dinosaurs Team we would 
like to wish everyone a very  

Merry  Christmas and a Happy New Year. Thank you for 
your support during 2009 and here’s to 2010.  
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Looking for a special gift for the blokes in your life? ..Well, this is it! 
 

 

 

 A new, beautifully presented book of stories and a rich selection of 
rare photographs from Territorian, Ernie Rayner and his old 

mates who worked with the wild scrub cattle in the Top End. In 
1959 when the young Ernie arrived in the Territory and became 
a ringer, the cattle industry was on the brink of dynamic changes 
which were destined to bring about an end to an historic and re-
markable era. Sadly missed by the old mates from the Top End, 

the changes eventually led to a modern and efficient cattle indus-
try half a century later in 2009. Their way of life, so recent, has 
passed with the freedom of days gone by but their candid stories 
of mateship, heroism and excitement bring memories alive; some-
times confronting, typically hair raising, heart warming and hi-

larious. It was life as they lived it, tough and true. 

For copies of this historic and enjoyable book please contact: 

Ernie Rayner at P.O. Box 1151, Palmerston, N.T. 0831,  

 ph.08 8988 5559 or email rayners.roost@bigpond.com 

Please send your cheque, or Money order to purchase 

 “Wild Cattle, Wild Country” @ 
$50.00 per copy plus postage & handling which covers 1 copy or 2 for 

$10.00 

Alan, Sue and the Team at  
Outback Aussie Tours wish  

everyone a Merry  
Christmas and a Happy and 

Healthy New Year. Many thanks 
to our valued relationships in  
Savannah Guides. We look  
forward to catching up with  

everyone in 2010 schools or 
otherwise.  

All the best from Smithy.  

Answers to the brain test from page 5:  
1. 5cents 

2. 5 minutes 

3. 47 days 

4. Yes. We don’t know Anne’s marital status, but either way a married person would be looking at an 
unmarried one. 
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 Modern day  
architecture... 
They just don’t 
build them like 
they used too! 

Help ‘Tricky’ communicate!  
 

If you have anything to contribute to  
Communicator  please email it to 

me!!! Tourism, flora, fauna, science, 
weird or wonderful!!  

Please send it through. 
ulnaday@gmail.com or  

info@savannah-guides.com.au 

Matt gets passionate about the Outback 

From Matt Bron, OQTA Longreach.  

 
Boosting product development, local events, media coverage and publicity are Tourism 
Queensland’s key priorities for the Outback, said Tourism Minister Peter Lawlor today.  

“Matt Bron, Tourism Queensland’s newly appointed tourism director for the Outback, Gulf and 
Western Downs, is now based in the region – in Longreach - and off to flying start,” Mr  
Lawlor said. In September the State Government announced a number of changes to Queen-
sland’s tourism network, which included defining seven specific tourism zones across the 
state, of which Outback, Gulf and Western Downs was one. As part of the changes, existing 
Brisbane-based regional director positions which looked after the state’s tourism regions 
were redeployed to live and work within the regions. Some 659,000 domestic and interna-
tional visitors travelled to the Outback, Gulf and Western Downs zone in 2008, providing sup-
port for 3,500 Queensland jobs. Mr Bron has been working closely with operators throughout 
Outback regions, building relationships and supporting product development and promotion. 

Being based in the regions, has allowed him to provide a much stronger conduit between 
Tourism Queensland, regional and local tourism organisations, local councils, industry and 
other key stakeholders. 

“Mr Bron said he was already seeing the benefits of being located in the region.  Identifying 
the areas that need the most improvement and development has been significantly easier for 
Tourism Queensland,” he said. I’ve been working with Outback providers in developing and 
preparing for Reef to Outback packages and establishing Outback Education programs for 
school kids. Though support and encouragement, we’ve now got 16 Outback operators 
tapped into online sales, and strategies are being developed to increase media coverage of 
Outback events. My aim is to instill a passion for the Outback into each and every Aussie liv-
ing in an urban zone, and to ignite their desire to escape the concrete jungle and experience 
Queensland's Outback.  

Australians should feel a sense of ownership over the Outback, to feel a need to come here 
and re-connect. Mr Bron has eight years’ experience in the tourism industry and previously 
worked for Mirvac and Tourism Queensland in research, media, publicity, and domestic and 
international marketing. Mr Lawlor said the new regionally-based positions were created in 
response to the Queensland tourism network review which identified the need for a greater 
‘on the ground’ connection between local tourism industry, Tourism Queensland and the 
State Government. 

Further information Media enquiries Tourism Queensland – 3535 5588  
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Feral cats (felis catis) 
 
Cats were brought into the country with early European settlement, it was 
initially believed that cats may have arrived with Dutch shipwrecks of the 
coast in the early 1700’s but resent genetic research suggests that they most 
likely came out with the first English settlements in 1788. We do know that 
by the 1850s feral cats had well and truly established themselves in the wild. 
In the late 1800’s cats were intentionally released into the wild in a hope 
that they would control plagues of rabbits, mice and rats. 
Feral cats are now found in all habitats across Australia including small  
offshore islands. They are solitary and predominantly nocturnal spending 
most of the days in shelters such as disused rabbit warrens hollow trees and 
logs and amongst rocky out crops.  
Male cats will roam an area of about ten square kilometres although this 
area is a lot larger in dry times were food is scarce . They are carnivorous 
and need little access to water to survive and will eat fish, birds, insects,  
reptiles and mammals up to the size of a brush tail possum. 
The female cat can breed at one year of age and can have up to two litters a 
year consisting on average of four kittens. Young cats have a high mortality 
rate and many fall prey to dingos and foxes, which will restrict numbers in 
some areas. 
There is a lot of evidence which proves that cats have a heavy impact on 
native fauna and have contributed to the extinction of many small to  
medium sized animals in Australia and have threatened the succuss of many 
recovery programs for endangered species. They also carry infectious  
diseases such as toxoplasmosis which can be transmitted to live stock and 
native animals and if rabies was ever introduced to Australia feral cats would 
be an excellent carrier. 
Traditional control techniques have only been successful on small offshore 
islands on the mainland feral cats will quickly repopulate an area once the 
eradication program is finished. 

 
By Steven O’Callaghan 

Savannah Guides under control! 

This photo was taken during the  
November Savannah Guide School at Ranger 

Mine, Jabiru.  
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Camouflage...How amazing are they? 
 
This is the Spiny Leaf insect Extatosoma tiaratum , the smaller one on the left is the same species 
as the one on the right . The smaller one on the left is adapting it`s colour to a tree with lichen and 
mosses along the branches it was feeding on , the large one on the right was feeding on  
Alphitonia . 

Help within the Stick insect world... 
If you are interested this coming Summer, go outside and keep a look out  for stick insects.  

Take a photo of them and send it through for identification. There is opportunity yet to discover many 
new species. Jack and Sue’s research is going in leaps and bounds , Paul Brock will have been over from 

England in November to conduct a few field trips and research sticks in my collection which many people 
from around Qld and Australia.  

 
Photo and information from Jack Hasenpusch 



 

  

12 

Above... 

The stare! 

Right... 

It fell off the block and 
played dead!  

Remarkable! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can’t see me..... 

Just in case I will play dead! 

I know Kung Fu!! 

Above... 

The warning! 

Left... 

The full display.. 

Whilst walking around the Australian Age of Dinosaurs lab, I came across this little fella! What a great show...  

What’s in the name? 

A colloquial name for the order is "praying mantises", because of the typical "prayer-like" stance, although 
the term is often misspelled as "preying mantis" since mantises are predatory. The word mantis is Greek for 
"prophet" or "fortune teller". In Europe, the name "praying mantis" refers to Mantis religiosa. The closest rela-
tives of mantises are the orders Isoptera (termites) and Blattodea (cockroaches), and these three groups to-
gether are sometimes ranked as an order rather than a super order. They are sometimes confused with phas-
mids (stick/leaf insects) and other elongated insects such as grasshoppers and crickets. 

Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mantis    

By  

Trish ‘Tricky’ Sloan 

 

FLIES! 
(story inspired by Tricky as she tackles a fly plague in Western Qld) 

True flies are insects of the order Diptera (Greek: di = two, and pteron = 
wing), possessing a single pair of wings on the mesothorax and a pair of 
halteres, derived from the hind wings, on the metathorax. 
The presence of a single pair of wings distinguishes true flies from other 
insects with "fly" in their name, such as mayflies, dragonflies, damselflies, 
stoneflies, whiteflies, fireflies, alderflies, dobsonflies, snakeflies, sawflies, 
caddisflies, butterflies or scorpionflies. Some true flies have become secon-
darily wingless, especially in the superfamily Hippoboscoidea, or among 
those that are inquilines in social insect colonies. 
Diptera is a large order, containing an estimated 

240,000 species of mosquitos, gnats, midges and others, although under half of these (about 120,000 species) 
have been described.[1] It is one of the major insect orders both in terms of ecological and human (medical and 
economic) importance. The Diptera, in particular the mosquitoes (Culicidae), are of great importance as disease 
transmitters, acting as vectors for malaria, dengue, West Nile virus, yellow fever,  
encephalitis and other infectious diseases. 
 

 

 

Portrait of a Housefly  
(Musca domestica) 

To find about more about me go to 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flies 
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Kakadu Culture Camp  

 

Are seeking a couple to be Assistant Camp Managers.  

Seasonal work from May‐October 2010.  

Please contact Andy Ralph via email bininj@kakaduculturecamp.com  

"We're born in Kakadu, we live it. We want to share it with you!" 

Looking for an exciting opportunity to contribute to tourism development within the iconic World Heri‐
tage listed Kakadu National Park? 

 

Several Interpretation Ranger vacancies will be advertised in January 2010.   The successful candidates will deliver walks and 
talks to visitors throughout Kakadu.  If you would like a job selection pack please register your interest by contacting Felicity 
Rose on (08) 8938 1102 or email felicity.rose@environment.gov.au. 

 

 

 

Outback Aussie Tours is seeking expressions of interest from couples and/or singles for seasonal driver/guides. Please send a 
resume, current copies of your HR license, driver’s authorization and First Aid Certificate to info@oat.net.au 

for more information on our operation visit www.oat.net.au  

Final assessment of seasonal requirements will occur in Mid February for employment to commence Mid 
March 2010.    

Interested in extra guiding work? 

Off/early season – from Cruise ships heading into Cairns or Darwin? 
Please contact Susan Rees from  
Aussie Interact. Email: info@aussieinteract.com.au;  
Mob: 0419 664 561; Web: www.aussieinteract.com.au. 

 
*Cruise ship work in Cairns/Port Douglas on March 18 and April 10. 

*Cruise ship work in Darwin on April 6. 
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