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As we’re all well aware, the 42nd Savannah Guides School is taking place 
throughout Cape York Peninsula from the 29th October—2nd November. 
It’s sure to be a typically amazing Savannah Guides experience. The 
theme for this school is “Opportunities and Threats in Cape York”.  
 

As a roving school, we’ll cover a huge amount of country throughout 
Cape York. As well as the amazing location, there are some fantastic pre-
senters lined up.  Some other key attractions include: 

• Jowalbinna Bush Camp—
recently taken on & re-vamped by 
Wilderness Challenge, Savannah 
Guides Master Operator. The site 
has new facilities including hot 
showers and allows access to some 
amazing rock art sites (part of the 
Quinkan galleries which are rated by 
UNESCO as one of the world’s top 
10 rock art galleries! 
• The daily ‘Discovery Walks’ 
where specialists or enthusiasts on a 
variety of topics (eg birds, plants, 
geology etc) will lead groups on 
short walks to gain extra insight into 
the locations ecology. 
 

Spaces are filling fast so get yourself registered ASAP! 
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SAVANNAH GUIDES 
Savannah Guides is a network of professional tour guides with a collective in-depth knowledge of the natural and cultural assets of Northern 
Australia. It is a not-for-profit company with enterprise and individual members. Savannah Guides works with many of Australia's leading 
tourism, environmental and community organisations to pursue its mission: 

Being an economically sound, community based, professional body maintaining high standards of: Interpretation and public education; Train-
ing and guiding leadership; and through the promotion of ecologically sustainable tourism principles, enhances regional lifestyles and encour-
age protection and conservation of the natural and cultural resources of the Tropical Savannas of Northern Australia.  
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Mumblings from Moreton Telegraph Station –  
Jim Fitzgerald, Savannah Guide 

Fish! What fish? 
The word all over Cape York is that the fishing this year is not at all good. Not being 
much of a fisherperson myself, I wouldn't normally know, but so many visitors to 
Moreton have mentioned it that it just has to be true. Is this the case all across the top, I 
wonder? 
 

While on the subject of fish, over the years in my tour guiding career I camped in a 
couple of different spots on the Wenlock River near Moreton, and have in the past seen 
stingrays and a bull shark, and just a couple of months ago I saw a two-metre sawfish 
swimming downstream under the bridge. Moreton is at least 100 kilometres from the 
mouth of the river, which is just north of Weipa on Cape York Peninsula's west coast! 
 

 

Snake-friendly Electricians 
Moreton's electrical system has recently had an extensive 

(and expensive) refurbishment, with new steel poles 
replacing the risky wooden poles, new wiring, new safety 

switches, etc., etc. 
 

While here, the 'sparkies' discovered a two-and-a-half 
metre long Amethystine Python curled up right where 

they wanted the cables to go. I don't know if they had the 
snake's or their own welfare in mind when making the 

decision to go another way, but the rather hungry-looking 
snake was removed and released nearby alongside the 

river. I think the 'sparkies' were not unhappy that it was 
out of their way. 

 

We have also just installed a new generator with plenty of 
capacity to run all the fridges and freezers. It's great not 
to have to cycle them on and off throughout the day to 

keep the previous generator from bogging down. 
 

 

Parrot heaven 
Every morning for around six weeks early in the 
year we were treated to the sight of dozens of 
parrots feeding on grass seed. I counted up to 
40 Red-Winged Parrots (Morecombe says they're 
found “rarely on the ground” but this indicates 
otherwise), a couple of dozen Rainbow Lorikeets, 
and up to 10 Pale-Headed Rosellas, all feeding 
together. What a great sight! 



 

 

Chilly Frilly 
 

While out walking our 2½ kilometre walking track 
with guests, we came across a sizeable frill-
necked lizard lying on the edge of the path. It 
wasn't a cold morning and the frilly did nothing to 
move out of our way. In fact it was lying so still 
we thought it may have been dead, or at least on 
death's door, perhaps from having eaten a cane 
toad. Otherwise it looked in very good shape. 
 

One of the guests was a zoologist and was keen 
to attempt to revive it so she picked it up and 
carried it back to camp. I went to get a plastic 
crate that could be used as a temporary cage so I 
could keep it near the house and keep an eye on 
it, but when I put the frilly onto the ground and 
put the crate over it, it made its first move and 
climbed up the inside of the crate. 
 

Coming back in just a few minutes with a tray of 
water, I found it had escaped and climbed up a 
length of old river height marker post under the 
house. I took a couple of pics and around 10 
minutes later came back to check up on it but it 
was gone! Obviously this fella had been gamin! 

 
 

 

Blood-red Moon 
On the night of the 28th of August, the Moon passed into 

the shadow of the Earth in a Luna eclipse. All that day 
the sky had been heavily overcast and our hopes of 

watching this stunning event plummeted but at around 
7.30, just as the first of the shadow began creeping 

across the face of the Moon, the clouds passed over and 
a brilliantly clear night ensued. We sat out in the 

grounds with a bottle of wine and spent the next two 
and a half hours watching the show. Awesome! Now, 

when and where is the next Solar eclipse? 



 

 

“Australian savanna dwarfs Africa's plains” 
Tuesday Aug 14 08:00 AEST 
By Shaun Davies 
ninemsn 
 

A great "sea" of tropical savanna that stretches from Cairns to the Indian Ocean is 
one of the largest stretches of unspoilt wilderness on the earth, a new study has 
found. 
 

The Nature of Northern Australia study says the area, which covers more than 1.5 
million square kilometres, is the largest tropical savanna left in the world — four 
times larger than the plains of Africa.  
 

Professor Brendan Mackey, one of the study's authors, said the area was home to 
between 30 and 40 percent of Australia's biodiversity, including many species of 
plants and animals found nowhere else in the world.  
 

"It's become very obvious to us that northern Australia is a very unique and 
underappreciated asset," said Professor Mackey, from Australian National University.  
"Everyone knows about Australia's wonderful rainforests up around Cairns, but we 
have about one-third of what's left of the world's intact tropical savanna. 
 

"You can come to northern Australia and find the mammals and the birds that were 
there 200 years ago."  
 

Professor Mackey said there were several reasons why the significance of this vast 
area of wilderness had not been fully recognised before.  
 

"Internationally it's because Europeans tend to focus on Africa and North Americans 
tend to focus on South America," he said.  
 

"It's also been largely off Australia's radar in terms of policies and funding until very 
recently. Most research has focused on southern Australia."  
 

The study is intended to provide directions for sustainable development in northern 
Australia and identifies a number of risks to the tropical savanna area.  
 

While recognising the need for development in northern Australia, the study warns 
that policymakers need to learn from mistakes made in the south.  
 

"We're saying in terms of both development and conservation in northern Australia 
we have to understand how the country works," Professor Mackey said.  
The Nature of Northern Australia is a detailed investigation of the environmental 
significance of northern Australia. It was written by four leading Australian scientists.  



 

 

The Emu, by Tim Morgan 

Every now and then emus show up at Undara and as the bird is one of the animals on our coat of arms I 
thought I would feature this animal for this newsletter.  The emu is of course, an Australian bird, but the 
word is actually a Portuguese word ‘EMA’ meaning large bird.  Emus can stand up to 2 metres high are 
Australia’s largest bird and the second largest only to the ostriches. 
 

The emu belongs to a group of birds known as ratites, which are flightless-running birds, which have flat 
breastbones.  Other birds in this family include kiwis, ostriches and cassowaries.  The emu can reach speeds 
of 50 km ph and at full pace can have a stride of 3 metres. 
 

The emu communicates using its tracheal pouch, which is part of its windpipe. This pouch has thin walls 
and is over 30 cm long. The pouch produces deep grunting sounds and is used the most during the 
breeding season for courtship. 
 

Emus are hardy birds and will thrive in remote areas such as central Australia, tropical woodlands of the 
tropical savannah and high country snowfields but will avoid thickly forested regions of the continent. 
 

The diet of emus consists of leaves, grasses, fruits, native plants and insects when available such as 
grasshopper plagues. Wedge tailed eagles and dingos are common predators of emus, who will run in a 
zigzag pattern to escape and will also kick with their powerful legs, 
 

As is often the case in the bird world, raising of the young emus is one sided. The female assists the male 
to build the nest, lays a clutch of 5-20 dark green eggs in May or June then leaves the nest area showing no 
more interest in eggs or partner.  The male is left to incubate the eggs for 8-10 weeks and seldom leaves 
them during this time and waits until all the eggs hatch, he and the chicks then leave the nest and he cares 
for them for up to 2 years.  Emus become sexually mature at about 18 months of age. 
 

Emu farming was attempted in the early 1970’s built it wasn’t until 1987 that emu farming, based on 
captive breeding became commercially viable.  Emus are farmed for many reasons: the meat being an 
obvious resource, but the oil has many medicinal uses including a balm for chapped lips, dandruff control, 
prevention of hair loss, insect bites, diaper rash, joint pain, sunburn relief and as a hair conditioner.  Emu oil 
has been used by Aboriginal people for thousands of years and is reputed to have been used to relieve 
arthritis pain and to heal wounds.  Emu meat is very low in cholesterol, low in fat and low in calories.  Emu 
meat can be used in many recipes such as sweet and sour meatballs, kebabs and cooked on the grill and 
has become very popular with chefs in Canada. 

P
hoto by Julian R

obinson http://photogallery.canberrabirds.org.au 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
2007 Banksia Award winners 

The Banksia Environmental Awards is a celebration of the tireless efforts of individu-
als, companies and organisations who share a passion for protecting Australia’s envi-
ronmental heritage and minimising our global footprint. Amongst this years winners 
were: 
 
Indigenous Award Winner  
Carpentaria Ghost Nets Programme  
Northern Gulf Resource Management Group, QLD  
Ghost nets are fishing nets that have been lost accidentally, deliberately discarded, or sim-
ply abandoned at sea.  They travel the oceans of the world with the currents and tides 
continually fishing as they progress through the waters.  As they are unattended and 
roaming, they fish indiscriminately, not only catching threatened species but undersized 
and protected fish as well. 

In Northern Australia Indigenous Sea Rangers noted that many turtles were being cap-
tured in ghost nets that were washing up on the beaches. As much of this coastline is the 
breeding and foraging ground for 6 culturally and ecologically important species of marine 
turtle there was a real concern that so many were getting trapped and dying. 

The Ghost Net Project is for people from Indigenous communities all around the Gulf of 
Carpentaria to find ways to work together to get rid of marine debris in their sea coun-
try.  http://www.ghostnets.com.au/index.html  
 
 
Community Award Winner  
Kimberley Toad Busters Inc.  
Community Volunteer Group, WA  
The Kimberley Toad Busters Inc was established in August 2005 by Kimberley Specialists in 
Research Inc as a result of one of the outcomes of the Kununurra Cane Toad Forum held 
in March 2005.  A community cane toad website to publish all Kimberley Toad Busting field 
and research results was also established and now is the forum for the publication of regu-
lar newsletters and field results.  

Recently Incorporated, Kimberley Toad Busters Inc has a Committee Board, a volunteer 
registration of just over 1600 community members which includes almost a third of com-
munity businesses, and has trained over 200 Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Toad Buster 
Leaders to lead volunteer teams. 

The focus of stopping the Cane Toad from crossing into Western Australia has seen partici-
pation from a broad spectrum of local community members creating a multi-cultural volun-
teer organisation which has extensive involvement by local youth, indigenous communities 
and visitors sympathetic to the cause.   www.canetoads.com.au   
 
For a full list of this years winners go to http://www.banksiafdn.com  



 

 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW: 
TRACIE FRATER – Cape York Turtle Rescue 

 

Well I haven’t seen or spoken to many of you for ages! Am back in Australia from my four month stint through 
Asia and Africa, but that’s a whole other story! At present I’m lucky enough to be working in western Cape 
York Peninsula, 80km north of Weipa and about 14km south of Old Mapoon. The camp is called ‘Camp 
Chivaree’ after a warrior who past through the area years ago and is Aboriginal land, perched on the edge of 
a picturesque beach. The main reason for the wonderfully remote location: critically endangered Olive Ridley 
and Flatback turtles, which nest on nearby Flinders Beach every day in the dry season. Those old girls come 
back year after year. They and their young struggle for survival due to deaths caused by ghost nets and 
predation of nests by feral pigs, ‘wild’ dogs and also goannas. 
 

Remember the lecture about ghost nets at the Cairns school back in 2005? While I listened to the 
information, it didn’t really mean that much to me until I was able to see first hand the devastating graveyard 
these nets leave behind. Some turtles die at seas while others are trapped onshore to die in the scorching 
sun. The survival odds are one in one thousand! 
 

But it’s not all bad news - the Mapoon Council along with the Queensland Parks & Wildlife Service are 
encouraging visitors to come and share the joy of helping these fantastic girls beat the odds. Many times 
throughout the night there is a scientist and local rangers recording vital data and tagging turtles alongside 
camp guests. Watching eggs drop from an entranced turtle is a magical experience. If you’re extremely lucky, 
as I have been, seeing tiny baby hatchlings break through the sand and doggedly fight their way to the water 
is a once in a lifetime experience that some folks wait decades for. 
 

The income generated from hosting concerned guests at the camp helps to keep the valuable research going 
and guests are also encouraged to help with beach clean-ups and hands-on help with the turtles. ‘Camp 
Chivaree’ meals are homestyle and hearty and the permanent tents provide a great resting place for weary 
bones at the end of a long day (or night!), not to mention the gentle lullaby of lapping water – lovely! 
 

Occasional visits by talented local craftswomen adds real warmth and depth to everyone’s experience (see 
recent edition of the ‘Cape Yorker’ magazine page 85), along with bush tucker outings and a general jovial 
feeling that presides over the camp that comes from knowing you’re making a real difference to extremely 
vulnerable animals. 
 

So if you’re able to make it up this way, the camp runs from August til October. You’ll be experiencing 
something really special and with the next Savannah Guides School (Cape York 29 Oct – 2 Nov) so close by 
who knows…? If you’re thinking of doing some exploring afterwards give us a call and see if you can’t pop in 
and check out this wonderfully unique venture. Would love to catch up with you if the road leads you this way. 
 

Happy guiding,  
 

‘Turtle Trace’ 
 

For further information please visit the  website: www.capeyorkturtlerescue.com  

 
Photos sourced from www.capeyorkturtlerescue.com 

 



 

 

 

 

OPERA IN THE OUTBACK - FRIDAY 19TH & SATURDAY 20TH OCTOBER  
** BOOK NOW SELLING FAST **  

With 35 overseas tours under their belt including Europe, Asia and USA, Melbourne's Pot Pourri 
presents their unique and innovative blend of music theatre, cabaret, opera, magic, didgeridoo 
and comedy in a superbly entertaining show that is so hot it sizzles! 

For more information on Opera and Opera packages, please go to www.undara.com.au or call 
Undara Reservations on 1800 990 992  

 

Rainwater project at Undara Experience 
Undara Experience has been successful in securing funding in round 2 of the Federal 
Governments Community Water Grants scheme. The project enables rain water to be 
captured and stored and is an addition to a new roof that was built over the Fettlers 
Iron Pot Bistro & “Undara Central” in 2006. 

 

With increasing visitor numbers to the Undara Volcanic National Park, the Collins 
family has, for some time, recognized the need to more effectively manage the 
pressures on the underground aquifer supplying water to the Lava Lodge. This water 
saving project resulted in the installation of 10 rainwater tanks with a total storage 
capacity of 228,000 liters. This water is specially filtered for reuse through the 
various machines like dish & glass washers, ovens, urns & ice machines throughout 
the food & beverage area. The reuse of this rain water in the existing facilities will 
significantly ease the pressure on the underground aquifer by an estimated 25%. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

New generation EcoGuide Program 
launched by Ecotourism Australia 

 

Ecotourism Australia has launched the national EcoGuide Program, an innovative new innovative 
certification program for the Australian guiding industry, and individual guides. 

The new program includes the Guides of Australia national guide accreditation, along with the 
new EcoGuide certification, providing guides with a convenient ‘one stop shop’ method of gaining 

both the EcoGuide and Guides of Australia (GOA) certification in one convenient application 
process.  

EcoGuide now offers Australian guides a highly innovative, portable national credential, including 
new criteria related to safety, OHS and risk management, customer service, Indigenous culture, 
group management, minimal impact guiding principles, and ongoing professional development 

techniques. 

For further information, go to www.ecotourism.org.au/ecoguide.asp 

and register your interest.  
 

Indigenous tourism conference for Broome 
 

More than 400 indigenous tourism operators are 
expected to attend the annual Australian Indigenous 

Tourism Conference (AITC) 2007, to be held in Broome 
on October 20-23.  

 
The Western Australian Indigenous Tourism Operators 

Committee (WAITOC), the peak industry body in Western 
Australia representing Indigenous Tourism Operators, will 

present the conference, which will build on the 
foundations laid at the past three conferences.  

The conference will focus on the environment, young 
people, business opportunities and maintaining 

culture.  It will address the main issues and needs 
affecting Indigenous Tourism in Australia and will explore 
opportunities for culturally authentic Indigenous tourism 

product. 

International and domestic delegates will also have the opportunity to experience some of the 
attractions of the Kimberley, one of the world’s last true wilderness areas, which is rich in 

Indigenous culture and has the highest density of rock art in the world. 

For more details and to register for the conference, visit www.aitc2007.com  

Notes  from  
Ecotourism  Australia 



 

 

 

Attention all Tour Guides 

1.   Will you be guiding in the Northern Territory in 2008?   
2.  Will you be leading tours to Kakadu? 

If you answered yes to the above questions, then you need to read on.  
 
From 1 April 2008 it will be compulsory for all tour guides working in Kakadu to have successfully completed 
the Kakadu Knowledge for Tour Guides e-learning Program offered through Charles Darwin University.  The 
program is entry-level training and covers all the things a tour guide should know when working in Kakadu – 
including key areas of visitor safety, understanding the park's natural and cultural values and history, 
minimising environmental impact and legal compliance. 
 
Launched in November 2006, there are already around 100 guides who have enrolled – they’re getting in 
early so they are ready to go when the training becomes a compulsory requirement from 1 April 2008.  If you 
are one of those guides who have already enrolled, thanks, and congratulations!   
 
You can study and complete the assessments whenever you want to and wherever you want to.  The 
flexible nature of this program lets you decide.  This is self-paced learning and we give you all the tools you 
need to complete the course. 
 
The first guide to complete the course did it in 48 hours.   A number of guides who are doing the course and 
are currently working in Kakadu have commented on how useful it has been in helping them lead tours in 
the park and how straightforward (and relevant) the assessments are.  It’s no surprise really, as the course 
was developed with a lot of input from experienced tour guides. 

ENROL NOW!   
There are only six months to go until it becomes compulsory for all guides. 

To enrol in the course visit:  www.cdu.edu.au/tourismhospitality/kakadu-knowledge.html   

This dedicated web page on the Charles Darwin University site contains all the information you need to 
know about the course, including the enrolment forms and a set of frequently asked questions. 

Further enquiries:  Phone: (08) 8946 7842 or e-mail: kakadu-online@cdu.edu.au  
 
 



 

 

Background information about the program: 
For over a decade, Kakadu ran three-day tour operator workshops in the park. These were strongly sup-
ported by the tourism industry, but access and cost meant that it was impractical for a lot of guides - espe-
cially those not from the Northern Territory - to undertake this training.  
 
Parks Australia, in partnership with Charles Darwin University (CDU), developed this entry-level training 
program for tour guides who are working in Kakadu National Park (Uluru-Kata Tjuta’s course is being de-
veloped and will follow soon). The course recognises the value of tour guiding as a profession and is a 
world first for nationally accredited training in protected areas.   It offers better access to training for guides 
through a range of interactive tools. It includes an online discussion forum and other audio and visual 
learning aids. The course is available in print and CD ROM formats, but can be delivered face to face by 
special arrangement with CDU. 
 
The course costs $170, and Tourism NT is offering a $70 rebate to participants who are among the first to 
enrol and successfully complete the training and assessment.  The rebate is available through Tourism 
Top End.  You can contact them on (08) 8981 7346.  Proof of successful completion is required. 

Savannah CD resources 
After 14 years of photographing and identifying the vegetation from Hot Springs to Mt Surprise, 

Savannah Guide Kay Stephens has produced a 2 CD set called ‘The Blooming Savannah’.  They are 
on a PowerPoint presentation and each CD has over 200 species featured.   

 

Kay has also produced a geology CD on the Mc Bride Volcanic Province (this CD is also a 
PowerPoint presentation).  It explains basic geology in layman’s terms, plus 55 photos of aerial 

shots and the magnificent Undara Lava Tubes.  
 

The CD’s cost $20 + $5 packaging and postage. 
 

Contact Kay Stephens at C/ - Post Office Innot Hot Springs 4872 or by Email 
Bungaree@ledanet.com.au or phone Kay on 40970201       

 

  

Photo: Jodie Tanswell 



 

 

 
FrogWatch Nth is a not for profit organization focused on raising 

environmental awareness, especially issues relating to frogs. FrogWatch has 
been active in the Northern Territory and the Kimberley region of WA for over 

10 years and has developed a very strong public profile across a wide 
spectrum of the community. 

 
Sponsor a Cane Toad Trap 
FrogWatch is appealing to the community to help fund part of our strategy to stop cane toads 
overrunning Darwin and the surrounding region. We are seeking people to sponsor cane toad 
traps and sections of deflection fences to shut off the major corridors cane toads are using to 
move into the area.  

 

Darwin is not being overrun by cane toads, as many predicted, with only a 4 small number of 
cane toads managing to get through into the Darwin area. Many people in the rural area are 
reporting fewer toads this year than last year. Unfortunately even a small number is enough to 
cause significant damage to our wildlife populations and ecosystems, especially to animals like 
Quolls and Goannas and, in time, Green tree frogs and other native animals through 
displacement. Darwin is the only capital city that has animals like goannas. Our wildlife is a part 
of our lifestyle and a big part of the spirit of the Territory. We do not want to see cane toads 
destroy it.  

 

We are confident we can reduce the numbers of cane toads even further by using deflection 
fences and traps and have planned a series of traplines to shut off corridors and clean up 
wetlands. Our plan is to get a series of deflection barriers and traplines set up to protect 
Darwin’s wildlife and lifestyle. To do it we need support in terms of funds and help to install and 
manage the traplines. Trap Sponsors are recognized with a framed sponsors certificate to hang 
in the foyer or board room and the name or business name of the sponsor on the FrogWatch 
website (about 30 000 visits per month)  alongside trap details and capture data. You can even 
link this information to your own website. As the traps are checked, capture data will be 
recorded on the website and the tally showing your impact will be there for all to see. This 
project is a great way for your business or social club to make a real contribution to keeping 
Darwin a Zero Toad Zone! 

 

To subscribe to the Frogwatch newsletter or find out more information: 

frogwatch.org.au 

PO Box 4508 DARWIN NT 0801 

1800 243 564 



 

 

           

Greetings from Canada 
G’day to All! 
 

The Adventures are still continuing in the country of Canada.... I’ve endeavour and conquered the 
French/Canadian Province of Quebec – visiting Quebec City and Montreal and of course the 
Famous St Lawrence River and it’s inhabitants...finback, beluga and a privilege to see the mighty 
and bloody big Blue Whale. To communicate to French people was fun and sometimes trying – 
but we laughed a lot at things that probably weren’t even funny at all! 
 

The Calgary Stampede was great...Interesting to say the least! Like the Royal Show, but the great 
entertainment!  If you ever go – try the mini donuts – WOW! And the Slushes.... Woohoo! It was 
a great time, but the crowds were second to non and I was happy to be gone from the Stampede 
after 2 days! 
 

Next Milestone was Alaska – Amazing, Speechless, Fabulous, Spectacular.... The drive to Denali 
from Anchorage was cool and then the travel around the Tundra was absolutely gorgeous... 
Caribou, a Grizzly Bear, Artic Squirrels, Moose etc. The scenery was..... well I’m speechless! GO 
TO ALASKA and experience it! The cruise around Prince William Sound was Freezing, foggy, but 
the glaciers were huge and blue! The sea Otters were my favourite and as fate would have we saw 
a Minke Whale feeding, which is a rare site in those waters. Luck I tell ya! 
 

Out of 28 days not once did we see a bear close up.... On the 26th day on our way back from 
Jasper.... My Aunty yelled there's a bear..... I braked and spun around in Randy the Rav... and we 
located the Bear again – he/she was chowin’ out on berries, which are so yummy! We watched it 
for a while and just about 5 minutes down the road My Aunty and my friend Lee yelled in sync – 
its a bear... this time he/she was a bit bigger! We watched it for a short while until it disappeared 
into the scrub!  At last we found a bear! 
 

The most reality hit me was when I was on a horse and riding out to the lodge – which is about 6 
hours in the saddle... I saw a bear run out of the woods – I wasn’t what you call safe, but I was – 
my horse got a fright, but what an amazing thing to see.... We also saw Elk, Squirrels (of course), 
Mule Deer and my Aussie Mate from Darwin who cooks at the Lodge in the middle of nowhere! 
As you can see I keep busy and I love it so much that I have applied for a second year visa... I’m 
scared, sad and excited all at once! I have an opportunity to really get into tourism, so I thought I 
should take up the offer!  
 

Well until next time, Cheers from Banff, Alberta!  

Tricky Trish 



 

 

 Position No:  S  00037950  Position Designation:   Assistant Officer In Charge  
 

 PURPOSE: 
Assist the Officer In Charge Normanton with the operational requirements of the Normanton to Croydon 
Gulflander tourist rail services and stations to ensure rail operations are carried out in an efficient and 
effective manner to satisfy customer, rollingstock, station operations and infrastructure needs.   

RESPONSIBILITIES: 
1. Ensure the rail service is maintained by providing a multi skilled service including but not limited to 
 Undertaking Guard duties on the Normanton to Croydon 'Gulflander' rail services on scheduled 
 and excursion runs; 
 Driving the Normanton to Croydon 'Gulflander' rail services on scheduled and excursion runs 
 when required;  
 Servicing the Railmotor and ensuring rollingstock is maintained in a safe and clean operating 
 condition;                                      
 Assisting with upkeep, maintenance, repair and servicing of all station facilities and equipment.                    
2. Ensure smooth and efficient running of Gulflander services and stations when the Officer in Charge is 
unavailable.                          
3. Interact with existing and potential customers and tourist operators to identify and develop new business.              
4. Assist the Officer In Charge to develop a customer first culture of quality service within the 'Gulflander' 
operation.                           
5. Assist the Officer in Charge to ensure the station is operated in an effective manner in accordance with 
QR regulations, standards, policies, procedures, safety, environmental and other legislative requirements. 
 

MANDATORY QUALIFICATIONS:   

The applicant must possess a current Engineering Tradesperson Mechanical Certificate or equivalent 
qualification.   
 

HOW TO APPLY FOR THIS POSITION: 
Applicants must address each of the Key Selection Criteria listed below. 
 

 KEY SELECTION CRITERIA: 
1. Substantial skill in all aspects of Railmotor and rollingstock maintenance and repair.                                               
2. Substantial skill in providing quality customer service.                     
3. Substantial communication skills.                                            
4. Substantial station operation skills.                                        
5. Sound knowledge of Workplace Health and Safety, Safety Management System, Anti-Discrimination Act, 
Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO), Environmental Act and QR policies and standards.                      
6. Knowledge of and willingness to commit to and work within QR's Values and Behaviours. 
 

For further enquiries contact:  Dan Van Scherpenseel 
     Officer in Charge 

     Gulflander 
     Telephone:  07 4745 1391 

     Fax:             07 4745 1222 

     Mobile:        0428 749 337 

     Email:         daniel.vanscherpenseel@qr.com.au 

     Location:    Normanton Railway Station 

     Matilda Street, Normanton  Q  4890 

     Postal Address:  PO Box 270, Normanton 4890 

     Web:           www.ksr.com.au 



 

 

NOTICE 
Individual Members of Savannah Guides Limited are hereby advised of the following 

meetings that are to be held during the forthcoming Savannah Guide School on Cape York 

GENERAL MEETING 
The next General Meeting of Savannah Guides Limited will be held at 14:00 hours on 

Monday, 29th October 2007 at Alan Wilson’s Laura Café, Laura, Queensland. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The 2007Annual General Meeting of Savannah Guides Limited will be held at 15:00 hours 

on Monday, 29th October 2007 at Alan Wilson’s Laura Café, Laura, Queensland. 
 

Nomination for Election to the  
Board of Savannah Guides Limited 

 

All ordinary individual and special members of Savannah Guides Ltd are entitled to nominate their colleagues for 
election to the Board at the forthcoming Annual General Meeting to be held Laura Café on Monday 29th October 2007 
at 15:00 hours. 
 

There are two (2) Board positions for which you may wish to nominate an eligible member. Any Nominee must agree 
and sign the Nomination Form (provided on request) as must the Nominator and a Seconder. If, due to distance/time 
difficulties it is not possible for all persons to sign the Nomination Form, a fax or email FROM EACH PERSON 
supporting the nomination will be accepted, provided all three are received by Sunday, 15th October 2007 in accordance 
with Article 45(b) of the Constitution. 
 

The current Board composition and circumstances for the purpose of the election at the AGM are as follows:- 
 

Position  Name  Status of Office tenure  Availability 
President  Mick Jerram  Retiring from Board  Not Available 
Vice-President  Alan Smith  Retains Board membership  Continuing 
Secretary  Vicki Jones  Retains Board membership  Continuing 
Committee  Jodie Tanswell  Retiring from Board  Not Available 
Committee  Jim Fitzgerald  Retains Board membership  Continuing 
Committee  Dean Nulty Retains Board membership  Continuing 
  

Please send completed nomination forms by 15th October 2006 to: The Secretary, Savannah Guides Ltd PO Box 701 
NIGHTCLIFF, NT 0814 Fax: 08 8985 3894 E-mail: info@savannah-guides.com.au 
Your nomination form may be sent without a Seconder’s signature, in which case a Seconder will be sought from the 
members at the AGM 

 



 

 

NEXT SAVANNAH GUIDES SCHOOL: 
 

The 43rd Savannah Guides School is scheduled for  
Cobbold Gorge 27—30 March 2008.  

 

 

A long term Savannah Guides member, 
Cobbold Gorge Tours has hosted 

schools in the past so this will be a 
wonderful opportunity for both those 
who have never experienced the area 
and also those of us who have been 

there since the beginning:  
Cobbold Gorge is always evolving and 
changing and there have been some 
exciting new developments since we 

were last there… 
 

 Watch this space! 
Cobbold Gorge: Photo: Jodie Tanswell 


