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Cobbold Gorge school countdown!
With only a matter of weeks to go, register now for the
next Savannah Guides school, to be held at Cobbold
Gorge QLD 27—30 March 2008.
Themed “The Ability to Handle Change – Multiple Land
Use, Climate Change and Ecological Indicators” it
promises to be yet another fantastic learning &
networking opportunity!

Year of the Frog
Amphibian Ark (AARK), an arm of the
Amphibian Conservation Action Plan (ACAP)
has declared 2008 the Year of the Frog, with
a global campaign to raise awareness of the
amphibian crisis, and to generate funding for
amphibian conservation.
The Australian Rainforest Foundation (ARF)
has registered as a supporter in this
campaign and through Operation Leap Frog
2008 is aiming to promote awareness of the
importance of caring for and protecting frogs
while raising essential funds to support
ongoing scientific frog research and protect
vital frog habitat in far north Queensland,
while at the same time supporting the
International crisis through Amphibian Ark.

An outback survivor, Robin Hood Station
Photo: Jodie Tanswell

Through Operation Leap Frog 2008 the
ARF is encouraging everyone to get involved in keeping the world’s frogs alive,
kicking and croaking and help prevent what could be the largest mass
extinction of a species. For more info go to www.arf.net.au/frogs
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SAVANNAH GUIDES
Savannah Guides is a network of professional tour guides with a collective in-depth knowledge of the natural and cultural assets of Northern
Australia. It is a not-for-profit company with enterprise and individual members. Savannah Guides works with many of Australia's leading
tourism, environmental and community organisations to pursue its mission:
Being an economically sound, community based, professional body maintaining high standards of: Interpretation and public education; Training and guiding leadership; and through the promotion of ecologically sustainable tourism principles, enhances regional lifestyles and encourage protection and conservation of the natural and cultural resources of the Tropical Savannas of Northern Australia.

Presidents Report
Happy New Year to all our valued members and friends of Savannah Guides! Times are moving on
and many exciting steps for Savannah Guides are underway.
SGL Strategy
The biggest thing to happen for Savannah Guides for a few years is the new Strategy that Vicki is
working on. It began with a survey that everybody should have received by now (and have hopefully
completed and returned to her!) The major activity of setting the guidelines for this strategy is the
Strategy Workshop. If you aren’t already involved in the survey or the Strategy Workshop and
would like to be, get in touch with Vicki now!
Cobbold Gorge School
Preparations are being finalised for the Cobbold Gorge School, which is shaping up to be very
hands on and in the field. Now is the time to be selling the idea of getting to the school within your
circles of guiding and tourism industry people that would personally and professionally benefit from
one of the biggest Savannah Guides strengths: our schools.
Katherine School
Preliminary preparations are being made for the Katherine School in November. Dates will be set
shortly and the NT mob are champing at the bit to share the famous Territory hospitality and provide
an opportunity for other Territorians and possibly Western Australian’s to be infected by the Savannah Guide camaraderie, which of course has to be experienced and can never be explained. I
would like to let all Queenslanders know that there will be a transport option by road with pick ups
from Longreach, Hughenden, Cloncurry and Mount Isa for one vehicle to go over to Katherine and
return. I recommend that if you can’t do the return trip to at least do a one way road and one way
flight. We will have a maximum of 30 seats at this stage, depending on interest. I want all of those
members that are remotely interested to ear mark the first two weeks in November and budget to go
to Katherine as we want the Territorians to see not just cane toads crossing the border. Our support
for them at this time is essential to maintain the ethos of our organisation and sustain our mutual
memberships in remote locations.
Network Opportunities
One of the key strengths of Savannah Guides is the network of like minded people with a passion
for their backyard. There have been operators who have been involved with packaging multiple
products before, however it is time to make this happen as a united Savannah Guides front from the
website to the way we all brand our brochures. Once the strategy is under control, I would like to
ramp up this idea for 2009. Consequently I am planting the seed now for any enterprise and or
guide members who would like to talk to me at the Cobbold Gorge School or email me. I would be
very keen to get this going before things get too busy in the season so that it actually happens in
2009 for the consumer and all of our bottom lines. I believe this will help Savannah Guides reach
new market segments as a collective force.
In Closing
I look forward to catching up with members and friends of Savannah Guides at the Strategy Workshop, the Cobbold Gorge School, via email or telephone. I wish everyone an amazing season
ahead and I hope it is full of personal and professional success. After the Strategy process there
will be opportunities for members to get more involved with Savannah Guides as we strive to move
the organisation forward with refreshed objectives and a workable, practical plan to reap the benefits
of what the future of Savannah Guides holds.
Cheers, Smithy

Gerry Collins honoured in Australia Day awards!
Our very own Gerry Collins has been recognised on this years Australia Day honours list and
was awarded a Member of the Order of Australia medal for service to the tourism industry in
Far North Queensland through the development and promotion of ecotourism projects, to the
cattle industry, and to local government, sporting and youth organisations.
Gerry has put in enormous efforts over the past 40 years working
for communities in the far north and at least a part of these efforts
has been given to Savannah Guides over the years. It's fantastic
to see Gerry's efforts acknowledged on such a grand scale.
Here’s a sample of some of Gerry’s major achievements:
•

•

•
•

Established Undara Experience in 1990, a very successful
tourism operation which attracts over 40,000 international,
national and regional visitors each year and provides
employment for some 40 workers full, part-time and casual
workers. Undara Experience has won over 25 tourism awards
since it’s inception including an Australian Tourism Award.
Has played a key role in the development of the highly
successful Savannah Guides organisation, being a long
standing member and past president.
Gerry was a committee member of the Far Nth Qld Amateur
Turf Club for 40 years.
Gerry was the Outback Director for Tourism Tropical Nth
Queensland for 13 years (3 years as Chairman of Tourism
Tropical Tablelands) and has been the Patron to the Far
North Queensland Youth Assistance Fund for 16 years.

Gerry continues to be involved in both the pastoral & tourism
industries sharing his extensive knowledge.
After receiving his award, Gerry commented:

Gerry Collins — Savannah Guide
Member of the Order Of Australia award winner

“It is indeed an honour to be recognised for work which would have not gone anywhere if it
weren’t for being a member of various organisations and the dedication and efforts of others in
the various organisations that helped deliver the outcomes.
This is why our Savannah Guides organisation is so important for all of us and is the vehicle
which will deliver the outcomes we are reaching for in the Tropical Savannas of Northern
Australia.
It is especially satisfying for me to celebrate this award with my friends and fellow members of
a great Guide Network again planning to climb to greater heights.”
Savannah Guides congratulates Gerry and thanks him for his vision, leadership and his
contributions to Savannah Guides, and for the significant contribution he’s made in Tropical
North Queensland — in particular the Gulf Savannah.

G ’ day from Dinosaur Country,
My name is Trish (Tricky) Sloan and I ’ m back in the country after conquering 12 months and 2
weeks and 1 day and 53 minutes (who ’ s counting) in Banff, Alberta Canada. After a year with
horses and snow, I am now living on a property outside of Winton, Western Queensland; in the
home of dinosaurs. I am working for Australian Age of Dinosaurs and my fancy title is ‘ Tourism
& Technical Officer ’ which means I will be assisting in getting a tourism strategy in place and
bringing in what we call the “ Tourist Dollar ” . The Technical part is in the Prep Shed.
The community spirit is amazing around Winton; 1 family donated 3500 acres of Land, which is a
mesa – jump up just outside of Winton. This big piece of land will be home to the new Australian
Age of Dinosaurs Museum of Natural History. The views from the mesa are breathtaking. The
first stage is to get the Prep Shed up on the mesa, so I am having lots of fun helping the
Australian Age of Dinosaurs team put different things in place. As a Savannah Guide I can see the
potential of a wonderul product when the Museum is finally built. My head is a blur of
information; trying to piece together some great tours for when the Musuem is finally built . The
flora and fauna are flourishing up there; it goes from mulga to lancewood to ghost gums and
coolibahs, to fig trees and bloodwoods (most growing out of ROCK!) The reptiles, ‘ roos and birds
are up there everywhere – every Savannah Guide ’ s eye opener. Also as you ’ d imagine, the
geology and history of the area will play a big part in some wonderful tours to come. Then you
add Dinosaurs and MATE: It ’ s got amazing potential! I can ’ t wait!
Apart from helping with tours, I ’ m also working in the Prep Laboratory assisting with the Winton
Dinosaur Preparation Program. We create master pieces by exposing the wonderful Sauropod or
Theropod bones found in previous digs. We are very proud of the community spirit and repeat
volunteers and diggers from all over Australia who continue to come back and help us with this
great project.
I reckon to sum it all up – I ’ m having the time of my life and I feel priviliged to be a part of a
wonderful team of fossil nerds. I am very happy to be back in the heat of my Aussie countryside.
If you think you take what we have here for granted – go and live in another country… the simple
things in life are the things you miss the most…like HEAT, VEGEMITE (in all seriousness I prefer
Promite….), SCOTCH FINGER BISCUITS & FREDDO FROGS, not to mention your family and
friends. HA! It ’ s true! I did miss my dinosaurs and fellow Savannah Guides too……
So having said all that I best get back to it! Although the dinosaurs have passed on, they still need
some kick along to get them ready for their new home in the Museum. And we are always looking
for people to help out. If YOU would like to help you can be a volunteer in the prep shed or
become a Foundation member. Check out our website:
www.australianageofdinosaurs.com - Every little bit helps!

‘PRESERVING THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE’
I CAN’T WAIT TO CATCH UP WITH EVERYONE
IN THE FUTURE
CHEERS TRICKY (TRISH)

White Necked (Pacific) Herons
Ardea pacifica
These little baby ’ s were happy as larry
in an old Coolibah Tree, just down the
road from the heart of the Australian
Age of Dinosaurs Office. We swam up to
them, while mum and dad heron flew
around above us! Their maybe cousins
were in about 7 other different nest
around them in other Coolibah Trees.
They are beautiful an ugly kind of
way….don't you agree?

We are waiting patiently for the others
to hatch… Also in the flooded overflow
were spoonbills, pelicans, stilt birds,
various ducks, ibis & kites. The birds
were plentiful and the we enjoyed their
company—not to sure if they enjoyed
ours though.

Until next time — see ya
from ‘Tricky’ Trish

Photos by Rene Elliott

New reference book available:
The Nature of Northern Australia – Natural values, ecological processes and future
prospects, by J W oinarski, B Mackey, H Nix and B Trail.
It can be purchased on line through the CDU bookshop for $49.
Here’s the link:
https://crane.cdu.edu.au/details.cgi?ITEMNO=9781921313301&09150810
It will serve as the first comprehensive northern Australia reference.

New frog species found in PNG Highlands
Scientists have discovered 24 plants and frogs in the Enga Province’s Kaijende Highlands which
are believed to be new to science.
The 16 plants and eight frog species were discovered as part of a rapid assessment program
(RAP) study by Conservation International and the PNG Department of Environment and
Conservation (DEC) in 2005.
The discovery was presented in a report released yesterday to coincide with the 8th Pacific
Islands Conference on Nature Conservation and Protected Areas in Alotau, Milne Bay Province.
The study was funded by the Porgera Joint Venture (PJV), a Barrick Gold-owned mining operation
within the vicinity of the Kaijende mountain range.
A total of 643 species were documented during the biological survey from August to September
2005 by a team of eight scientists from CI, the South Australian Museum, DEC and other national
and local government bodies.
One of the frog species discovered is believed to represent a new genus, a rare find when the
world’s environment and biodiversity continues to be subject to the dire effects of global warming
and the expansion of human activity.
Scientists have recommended a management plan be developed to reduce the threats posed by
climate change, increasing frequency of fires and human development and hunting. They have
appealed to the people of the Kaijende Highlands to protect the frogs.
CI PNG program director Gaikovia Kula said the RAP was similar to the one they did of Milne Bay
Province’s marine eco-system in 1997, which also led to the discovery of new species.
Several sites in the Kaijende Highlands were surveyed during the program, covering lower
montane rainforest (Lake Tawa), upper montane rainforest (Paiela Road) and sub-alpine
grassland and stunted upper montane rainforest mosaics (Omyaka and Waile Creek) in PNG’s
central cordillera.

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT GRANTSLINK WEBSITE
This website helps you find funding available under a variety of grant programmes for individuals,
businesses and communities to help you to develop solutions to local and national problems, fund
ideas and initiatives.
http://www.grantslink.gov.au/index.aspx

Media Release 14th February 2008: Tilapia Pest Fish discovered in the Walsh River Catchment
During a DPI Fisheries periodic surveillance (21st - 25th January 2008), Tilapia were discovered in Eureka Creek a
tributary of the Walsh River, in the Mitchell River catchment. Seven juvenile Tilapia mariae were caught. Monitoring has
continued with electrofishing and netting in Eureka Creek and in the Walsh River both downstream and upstream of the
discovery site and in weirs and farm dams. Three more Tilapia were found, and removed, from the original discovery
site and another seven were sighted. No Tilapia have yet been found at any other site.
The Mitchell River Watershed Management Group (MRWMG) and Barron River Catchment Care have worked very hard
for over ten years on the establishment of regular surveillance, the installation of tilapia exclusion screens in the
Mareeba Dimbulah Irrigation Area and education on tilapia and its possible impacts. Finding a population in the
catchment is a serious matter and should be a grave concern for recreational anglers and for the commercial Gulf
fishery.
Tilapia, a highly invasive African species of fish, and as much a threat in our waterways as rabbits on land, are a
declared noxious fish species in Queensland and there are heavy fines of up to $150,000 for their possession. Tilapia
were popular, both as an ornamental fish and in aquaculture, due to their resilience and rapid reproduction and growth
rates. The alarming breeding and growth rates of Tilapia were highlighted when, in the early 1990s, about six or seven
fish were placed in ponds on a golf course at a Port Douglas resort. Eighteen months later they removed about 16
tonnes of fish, lifting them out with front-end loaders.
Tilapia also rapidly degrade aquatic habitats, they easily out compete native species and their tolerance of salinity
means that they can readily exit rivers through estuaries and travel through marine waters to enter other river estuaries.
Wet Season floods could easily flush Tilapia down the Mitchell River to the Gulf. They could then move from the
Mitchell River estuary to other catchments through coastal waters. Then, like the march of the cane toad, they could
eventually infest catchments all the way to Arnhem Land with huge impacts on the Gulf fishery.
“It is difficult for people to identify Tilapia,” stated Deb Eastop (MRWMG Coordinator). “Juveniles are particularly difficult
to recognise and people should not transfer bait fish from places that are already infested with Tilapia. Infested areas
include Tinaroo Dam and some coastal catchments around Cairns. Anglers may not realise that it is Tilapia in their
bucket and accidentally introduce them to Tilapia-free catchments, such as the Mitchell River. Anglers need to be
vigilant. It is the only way that we can control the spread of Tilapia to the Mitchell River and Gulf catchments. If anyone
thinks that they have found Tilapia in a new area they should contact the Fishwatch Hotline on 1800 017 116 or phone
DPI&F on 13 25 23.”
For more information on tilapia please contact Brynn Mathews, MRWMG Projects Officer on telephone: 07 4053 2856 or
0427 484 730 or Claire Law, Education and Awareness Officer on telephone: 0439 727 681 and visit:
http://www.mitchell-river.com.au

THE GREEN SEASON HITS
UNDARA VOLCANIC NATIONAL PARK!
A spectacular scene awaits visitors to the Undara Volcanic National Park.
Not since 1991 has a large amount of water been seen flowing into the lava tubes in the Undara
Volcanic National Park, 275km south west of Cairns in the Gulf Savannah.
Water up to a metre deep is collecting in the largest accessible tube, Stephenson’s and the 100
mile swamp, (100 miles west of Cardwell) is almost full for the first time in 17 years.
Kaye Stevens, Undara Experience’s Senior Savannah Guide says that the National Park has come
alive with with birdlife, reptiles, kangaroos and other marsupials as well as the vine thicket (remnant
rainforest species) looking at its best.
Undara Experience at present is conducting special 2 hour tours which will take people to the
entrance of Stephenson’s Cave to see the massive volume of water winding through the lava tube
system.
Tours are also being conducted in Collin’s Roadcave, which has escaped flooding and remains dry.
Further information
visit www.undara.com.au or freecall 1800 990 992

The 100 Mile Swamp at Undara full of water!
Photo courtesy of Undara Experience

Other news from Undara...
The road to Undara Experience is now fully sealed!
The Etheridge Shire Council completed the last 4km of road just prior to Christmas. With the
biggest wet season in over a decade, that is great news for Undara and its visitors.
The newly upgraded Undara Experience website features Savannah Guides
The new look www.undara.com.au is focusing more on the Savannah Guides as a key marketing
brand, to promote the benefits of taking a tour of the Undara Volcanic National Park with Undara
Experience.
This new site offers the ability for users to communicate directly with the Savannah Guide, asking
them questions or leaving comments about the guides and the touring they did with us and in the
region.
This new site is attracting 4,000 unique visitors a month, and boasts over 90 indexed pages with
search engine, google.com.au . Visitors are from all over the world.
CSIRO fauna survey
The CSIRO have been conducting a fauna survey in various areas in the Gulf, and were at
Undara in December. They spent 2 weeks trapping identifying and counting, catching some very
interesting reptile and small mammals.
They are sending us a full report on their findings, so hopefully I will be able have more on that for
the next issue of the newsletter.
We also have had Jack from the Innisfail Insect Farm out here doing an insect survey and writing
up a species list.
It has been the best wet season since 1991 so there are a tremendous number of moths that I
have also been busy collecting and photographing. That is the easy part — the hard part is
identifying them! So if anyone knows of any one who could help me out I would really appreciate
it.
The big wet has also had an effect on the vegetation; lots of new flowers keep popping up, which
means “Blooming Savannah Vol 3” will out by mid year.

Photo courtesy of Undara Experience

100 Mile Swamp, Undara.

Kay Stephens

Member profile — Kay Stephens
Kay Stephens, the head Savannah Guide at
Undara, is a lady of many talents. Her family
were pioneers of the Garners Beach/Bingle Bay
area - hauling timber and building boats.
Kay came to the Gulf area by way of working in
a hardware store in Innisfail, 12 months
working in NZ, truck driving, fruit picking, share
farming and farm work.
The family used to come up to O’Briens Ck.
fossicking whenever they could and eventually
settling in Hot Springs in 1981. Kay was mad
keen on geology but was not able to develop
her passion for rocks nor her eye for plants
until she started work at Undara Lava Tubes in
1991. In a case of the blind leading the blind;
Kay & Val Speedie would collect three plant
specimens/night and try to identify them. Now
16 years later Kay has obtained a Certificate in
Kay Stephens, Savannah Guide
Earth Sciences from JCU; aided in the
Photo by Jodie Tanswell
development of the DVD for the Terrestrial
Centre in Georgetown; and using her skill as a
photographer and amateur botanist, is in the process of expanding her reference library
on CD’s of the plants of the Undara, Mt. Surprise area & the Forty Mile Scrub National
Park.
As well as organising the guiding department and training all new recruits in the fine art
of vulcanology and all the other ‘ologies that the professional guides at Undara are
expected to know; Kay also raises the occasional orphan as well as doing creative
carpentry with hubby Stevo.

Queensland's National Parks Celebrate 100 Year Anniversary
The Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service is inviting Queenslanders to celebrate 100 years of
national parks in the state from March.
Witches Falls, in the Tamborine Mountain rainforest, was the first Queensland national park
declared on 28 March 1908. The year of celebrations begins on the weekend of Friday, 28 March
at Witches Falls.
Queensland now boasts more than 255 national parks covering about 7.5 million ha.
Upcoming events include celebrations at Boodjamulla (Lawn Hill) National Park , Eliot Falls
(Heathlands Resources Reserve, Cape York) and Millstream Falls. Stay tuned for more details...

News from Kakadu Culture Camp
On 13th December 2007 one of the first official acts of the new NT Tourism Minister Kon Vatskalis
at Parliament House was to present RPL certificates to indigenous enterprises in the Top End,
including Kakadu Culture Camp.
A Savannah Guides Site, Kakadu
Culture Camp has been working
closely with CHARTTES, a top-end
training advisory organisation, and
Charles Darwin University, to
evaluate and confirm RPL and map
out future training requirements.
Camp Coordinator and new SGL
Board member Andy Ralph, said
"Training our staff is one of our
highest priorities, and the
cooperative efforts of CHARTTES
and CDU are an ideal compliment to
the Savannah Guide Schools held
biannually throughout Northern
Australia." Andy added "I invited the
new Tourism Minister out to Kakadu Kakadu Culture Camp guides, including Savannah Guides Site Interpreters Jenny Hunter and
in the middle of the "wet", then again Andy Ralph, getting certificates from the new NT Tourism Minister. From left: Ningoldie
Blyth, Dell Hunter, Jenny Hunter, Catherine Ralph, Minister Vatskalis, Andy Ralph.
in the "dry", and come on a range of
Photo courtesy of Kakadu Culture Camp.
Kakadu tours to get a full
appreciation and understanding of
what we've got out here in Kakadu, and how we're presenting the natural and cultural landscapes
to our domestic and international travellers."
Savannah Guides Site Interpreters Jenny Hunter and Andy Ralph received their Certificate III in
Tourism (Guiding), and following the presentation had lunch at the Parliament House office of
Marion Scrymgour, the new NT Deputy Chief Minister and minister for Employment, Education and
Training.

Trek Arnhem Land with Kakadu Culture Camp
The newest experience on offer in 2008 are the Trek Arnhem Land Adventures offered by Kakadu
Culture Camp.
It’s the ultimate in trekking adventures as the guides take you on a short helicopter ride and drop
you into Arnhem Land’s expansive East Alligator River gorge country.
This is the land of the Gundheimi-speaking Bolmo Dedjrungi-Dordokkiyu people, tucked in a
remote corner of this Aboriginal land. There are no roads into the trekking area and as the tour is
only open to small groups (1 minimum, 12 maximum), you’ll have this beautiful landscape all to
yourself.
The Aboriginal guides will take you on a three or four-day hike through their country, letting you
experience the land for yourself while imparting some traditional wisdom along the way.
With only six tours on offer in 2008, get in quick for this once in a lifetime experience.
For more information go to www.kakaduculturecamp.com

Wilderness Challenge: Retracing Kennedy
Edmund Beasley Court Kennedy’s 1848 expedition to Cape York ranks among Australia’s most
tragic with the loss of 10 lives, Kennedy’s among them. Only William Carron, William Goddard and
Jackey Jackey, Kennedy’s faithful Aboriginal tracker and friend survived to tell the tale. Wilderness
Challenge’s 2008 safari retracing Kennedy’s route marks the 160 anniversary of the ill-fated
expedition.
Wilderness Challenge (WC) friend and past guide, Major Tim Daniel, has contacted Richard Boyle
(Great Grandnephew of Kennedy) and Tony Pryce (Great Grandson of William Carron). In an
amazing piece of luck WC’s 2007 newsletter found its way to Patrick Goddard (Great Grandson of
William Goddard) . All three are to join WC on this great adventure along with two other
descendants of William Carron, Tony’s sister and brother. Sadly, the only survivor not to be
represented is Jackey Jackey, hero of the expedition.
Plans are underway to visit Camp LXXX at Weymouth Bay where six of the party died and the
Escape River where Kennedy was speared. WC also hope to visit Albany Island and the graves of
Thomas Wall and Charles Niblet, two of the six who died at Weymouth Bay.
The safari will start at Kennedy’s landing place, Rockingham Bay, south of Cairns. As the days
unfold WC will visit several actual campsites and walk some distance between them to try to capture
the emotion of their journey.
Readings from William Carron’s journal and Edgar Beale’s account along with historic treasures
supplied by today’s descendants and Sydney’s Mitchell Library will add poignant elements to this
very special adventure. This unique, once only, opportunity departs in October 2008. If you want to
join in the adventure you must book your seat.
To be a part of this historic journey phone or email urgently!
FREECALL 1800 354 486
info@wilderness-challenge.com.au

WHAT A WORD!
From ‘The Australian Pocket Oxford Dictionary’.
Outbackery: (n) the cultivation of attitudes and values supposedly characteristic
of those who live in the outback

Notes from
Ecotourism
Australia
Ecotourism Australia nominated for Tourism for Tomorrow
Awards
Ecotourism Australia has successfully been listed as a finalist for an international
tourism award. Three finalists were announced in each of the four categories destination, conservation, investor in people and global tourism business.
They were chosen from 150 applications across more than 40 countries. Ecotourism
Australia is among three groups in the running for the Tourism for Tomorrow Awards
in the conservation category, the World Tourism and Travel Council (WTTC)
announced in London today.
Ecotourism Australia provides hotels, tourist attractions and tour operators with
guidelines on how to be environmentally, socially and economically sustainable and
gives a seal of approval to companies who comply.
Winners will be announced on April 21 at the eighth Global Travel and Tourism
Summit in Dubai.

Tourism Australia wins Best Tourist Board
Tourism Australia won Best Tourist Board at the Travel
Weekly Globe Awards in the United Kingdom (UK).
The award, voted for by UK travel agents, was a fantastic
recognition of Tourism Australia's UK operations in a
cluttered market where over 160 other tourist boards are
in operation.

Kakadu Knowledge for Tour Guides
Most of us are by now aware that from 1 April 2008 it will be compulsory for all tour
guides working in Kakadu to have successfully completed the Kakadu Knowledge for
Tour Guides Program. This program provides entry-level training covering all the things a
tour guide should know when working in Kakadu - including key areas of visitor safety,
understanding the park's natural and cultural values and history, minimising
environmental impact and legal compliance.
Successful completion of this course will be mandatory for the person that maintains
primary responsibility for a tour group while they are in Kakadu. This applies whether your
company visits Kakadu only once, or more frequently. Tour groups who do not have a
suitably qualified guide will be required to employ a local guide who holds the appropriate
certification. Failure to do so will mean the permittee is in breach of the conditions of their
permit.
Parks Australia, in partnership with Charles Darwin University (CDU), developed this
entry-level training program for tour guides who are working in Kakadu National Park.
The course recognises the value of tour guiding as a profession and is a world first for
nationally accredited training in protected areas. It offers better access to training for
guides through a range of interactive tools. It includes an online discussion forum and
other audio and visual learning aids. The course is available in print and CD ROM
formats, but can be delivered face to face by special arrangement with CDU.
Tour guides can study and complete the assessments whenever and wherever they want
to. The flexible nature of this program lets the individual decide what is most appropriate
for them. This is self-paced learning and all the tools needed to complete the course are
supplied at the time of enrolment.

Program Enrolment:

Further information:

School of Tourism and Hospitality
Palmerston Campus
Charles Darwin University NT 0909

Tourism and Visitor Services
PO Box 71, Jabiru NT 0886

Phone: 08 8946 7842
Fax: 08 8946 7833
International: +61 8 8946 7842
E-mail: kakadu-online@cdu.edu.au

Phone: + 61 8 8938 1176
Fax: 08 8938 1117
E-mail:
kakadu.permits@environment.gov.au

What’s on in Croydon:
Annual Croydon Poddy
Street

Alldridge

Dodgers Music Festival

Rodeo grounds

June 20, 21, 22 - 2008.
Friday - Street Parade & Night Rodeo.
Saturday - Markets, Music Festival, Talent Quest
and Campdraft.
Sunday – Fun day.
Phone: 4745 6185 for further details.
Annual Golden Gate

Railway station

Annual Barra & Bream

Lake Belmore

Train Night

Samwell Street

Fishing Competition

Alldridge Street

23 April, 2008.

On the weekend before Easter.

Travel on the Gulflander 10klms out

Catch a barra or bream to be

of town to the former Golden Gate

in the running for some great cash.

mine site. Enjoy a bbq dinner, drinks

Phone: 07 4745 6282 for further details.

and bush entertainment.
Phone: 4745 6185 for further details.

Savannah Guides school — Cobbold Gorge
27-30 March 2008
The Ability to Handle Change – Multiple Land Use, Climate
Change and Ecological Indicators”.
The Savannah Guides School at Cobbold Gorge is sure to be a topical and hands on event.
Cobbold Gorge, in the Gulf Savannah, is an excellent example of the integration of tourism into a
working cattle station and venturing into enterprise multifunctionality that is environmentally
sustainable.
Participate in new and ongoing research into animal species diversity and identification. Start an
insect list for the Gorge and learn more about this forgotten group of animals that are always
present. Assist in the trapping and identification of reptiles and mammals over the period of the
school or for longer if you wish.
Learn about the geology of the region and the minerals that are found in it. Look for invasive
grasses and learn the science of how to identify grasses. Discover regions that not many get to
with a “panel” of experts who will tell you what you’re looking at and why. How can we help to map
what we see? Learn more about what the region might look like in 50 years time and why. What
can we do to prepare for it?
And… see the spectacular Gorge that is the natural attraction everyone comes to see!
Note that registration forms and fees should reach Savannah Guides by Thursday 20th March. All accommodation
should be booked and paid for directly with Cobbold Gorge as per the registration form.

For further information contact the Savannah Guides Manager Vicki Jones
info@savannah-guides.com.au or phone on 07 4062 1057., or Cobbold Gorge on (07) 4062 5470

Savannah Guides General Meeting
The next General Meeting of Savannah Guides Ltd will be held on
MacDonalds Deck at Cobbold Gorge on Sunday 30th March at 9am.
If you are unable to attend please send your apologies through
Vicki as per details above . .

