
  

ABOUT SAVANNAH GUIDES 
Savannah Guides is a network of tour guides and operators based in Northern Australia, delivering various professional 

development programs around Australia including EcoGuide and the Wet Tropics Tour Guide Program. Savannah Guides is a not-

for-profit company with enterprise and individual members working with leading tourism, environmental and community 

organisations to pursue its mission: 

To be an economically sound, community based, professional body maintaining high standards of interpretation and public 

education; training and guiding leadership; and through the promotion of ecologically sustainable tourism principles, enhancing 

regional lifestyles and encouraging the protection and conservation of the natural and cultural resources of the Tropical Savannahs 

of Northern Australia.  

Welcome to our End of Year Newsletter and the 

End of our Year Long 30th Birthday 

Celebrations! 
 

After a slow start to the northern Australia 

tourist season due to extensive flooding, 

Operators have reported that they were very 

happy with their final numbers.  Delivering great 

tourism experiences helped make this happen! 
 

Inside you will find pics from our Fitzroy Crossing Field School, our super Tourism 

Award Winning Members, nature insights and plenty more.  Our EcoGuide and 

Supporter Networks continue to grow, we are working more closely than ever 

with Indigenous Land and Sea Rangers and will start delivering Tourism and  

Guiding training to remote Secondary School students in 2019. Even more 

amazing benefits and networking opportunities are 

developing through the growth of Savannah Guides! 

Wishing you all a seriously 

fabulous Festive Season and 

a Brilliant 2019!  

Ho Ho Ho! 
 

Mick Clark 
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Another amazingly busy year has come to an end for Savannah Guides with the celebration of our 30th Anniversary, 
three very well attended Field Schools, one at Carnarvon Gorge QLD, another at Kakadu in NT and lastly Fitzroy 
Crossing in the Kimberley WA. 
 

Celebrating 30 years of continuous operation of our wonderful organisation has been a highlight for me and I feel 
very privileged to be President during this special time.  The Board of Directors has been very active again ensuring 
the successes we enjoy and I commend their continued support for making Savannah Guides the premier guiding 
organisation in Australia.  Your enormous contributions of time and effort are greatly appreciated. 
 

We accredited and welcomed nine new Savannah Guides throughout the year.  Angela Clucas and Leanne Hayter 
were promoted to Senior Savannah Guides at our Kakadu Field School and it was here that we saw the Presentation 
of our newest Life Member, Russell Boswell - Congratulations Russell. 
 

Savannah Guides is very conscious of our long term relationships with many Indigenous groups and individuals since 
our inception.  It has been wonderful to reconnect recently with John Clark, a Ewamian man who was on Savannah 
Guidesè first Board.  Over the years we have had many Indigenous Individual and Enterprise Members and we have 
increased our support for many emerging Indigenous Tourism Operations and Ranger groups looking to enter 
tourism.  As an organization we submitted an Uluru Statement from the Heart letter showing our continuous support 
for an Indigenous voice in the national dialogue, and we have been researching how we can develop an appropriate 
Cultural Awareness Program to offer our members.  
 

The EcoGuide Certification Program continues to grow in numbers, strengthening our nation-wide network with other 
like-minded guides.  Importantly this is providing a benchmark that is being applied in some regional initiatives to 
bolt onto local nature and culture content.  Increasingly, Tour Operators are using EcoGuide as a way to encourage 
their guides to upskill, stay and build their careers. 
 

Our Partnership with our African mates at Ulovane Environmental Training offers incredible opportunities for any 
nature enthusiast to develop their professional career at extremely reasonable rates.  Please contact Russ and Sam 
for more information.  We urge you to take advantage of this amazing opportunity! 
 

We continue to seek out new partnerships with others around Australia to keep us at the forefront of the Guiding 
Industry.  These arrangements broaden our horizons and offer us new insights for the future.  Please contact us if you 
have any idea around Tourism Guiding or Tourism Development that we can help with.  
 

Our Management Team and  Board are finalising our Strategic Plan which has a clear vision of the direction we will 
take during the next five years and some exciting projects for members to be involved in. Stay tuned for more news! 
 

On a very sad note we remember Ann Augusteyn, 
owner of Savannah Guides Enterprise Capricorn 
Caves, whose sudden and unexpected passing in 
mid-October was felt by all.  On behalf of 
Savannah Guides I would like to express our 
deepest sympathy to Annès family and the staff of 
Capricorn Caves, many of whom are Savannah 
Guides.  
 

Mick Clark  

President 

Savannah Guides Limited 
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Welcome to the Team! 

A very warm welcome to Peter Henry  

from Flat Creek Station, our newest  

accredited Savannah Guide!  

Peter was given the ñHot Seatò 

treatment and was accredited in 

early October at our Fitzroy 

Crossing Field School. 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS PETER! 
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