
  

 

ABOUT SAVANNAH GUIDES 
Savannah Guides is a network of tour guides and operators based     in Northern Australia, delivering 
various professional development programs around Australia including EcoGuide and the Wet 
Tropics Tour Guide Program. Savannah Guides is a not-for-profit company with Enterprise and 
Individual Members working with leading tourism, environmental and community organisations to 
pursue its Mission: 

To be an economically sound, community based, professional body maintaining high 
standards of interpretation and public education; training and guiding leadership; and 
through the promotion of ecologically sustainable tourism principles, enhancing regional 
lifestyles and encouraging the protection and conservation of the natural and cultural 
resources of the Tropical Savannahs of Northern Australia.  

MAY 2019 

2018-19 BOARD AND MANAGEMENT 
OF SAVANNAH GUIDES LIMITED 

Sends Best Wishes for a Fabulous Season! 

Le  to Right: 
Hirani Kydd (Oz Tours Safaris, Cairns, QLD), Rick Edwards ‐ Vice‐President (Oz Tours Safaris, Cairns, QLD), 
Russell & Samantha Boswell (Managers, Cairns, QLD), 
Mick Clark ‐ President (Ellenbrae Sta on, The Kimberley, WA), Steve Grainger (Tropical Treks, QLD), 
Vicki Jones ‐ Treasurer (Red Dirt Tours, Winton, QLD), Leanne Hayter (Taronga Zoo, Sydney, NSW), 
Ivor Davies ‐ Shadow Board Member (Undara Experience, North QLD).  
Not Pictured:  Andrew James ‐ Shadow Board Member (Oz Tours Safaris, Cairns, QLD) 
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PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT 

Continuing on from last year’s achievements Savannah 
Guides is ready and poised for another exciting tourism 
season filled with more goals to further our position as the 
leading Tour Guide and Tour Operator organisation in 
Australia. 
 
We are constantly engaging with like-minded groups in 
seeking to fulfil our Mission. 
 
We kicked off the year in with a fabulous late March Field 
School at Capricorn Caves with the theme “Palaeotoursim 
and Landscape Storytelling”.  With nearly 70 participants 
we explored many topics over the four days and met some 
wonderful new friends.  
 

After Membership Consultation during 2018 and a dedicated weekend last October where the entire 
Board and Management got together to review all of our corporate statements and direction, we have 
finalised our 2019-2024 Strategic Plan.  This will be the organisation's focus as we move forward in many 
exciting directions. 
 
Aboriginal Tour Guide training is a growing area of activity, with recent workshops in Tasmania and 
Western Australia as well as several other projects which we hope will come to fruition.   
 
We are currently developing Cultural Awareness Resources to assist guides and guests to better 
understand the unique Indigenous heritage of our country. 
 
The EcoGuide Accreditation Program is performing positively and brings together a network of nature 
guides with a common aim of continual professional development. We are working with groups in South 
Australia and Victoria especially to build this. 
 
The Wet Tropic Workshops continue to add value to those guides whose careers see them guiding in this 
magical area with the added benefit building the Savannah Guides network. We also have our newly 
developed Wet Tropics Ambassador Program being delivered as a three hour Workshop. 
 
The Board of Directors have again dedicated much of their valuable time in being proactive with all 
matters relevant to the success of our wonderful organisation.  My personal thanks go out to each of you 
for your continued support.  Your thoughtful contributions make it a pleasure to be President. 
 
Finally, huge amounts of praise for our tireless managers Sam & Russ, your passion and enthusiasm is 
an inspiration to us all.  Your wisdom and guidance is keeping Savannah Guides on the road to further 
success. 
 
I wish everyone a most successful season, keep up the good work! 
 
Mick Clark 

President 
Savannah Guides Limited 
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Expressions of Interest … 
Savannah Guides Polo Shirts 

The Board and Management of Savannah Guides is considering 
offering SGL Branded Polo Shirts for sale to Members, similar to the 
Black Polo Shirts that some of our long-term Members wear in the 
evenings at our Field Schools. 
The tricky part is that SGL does not want to be left holding a lot of 
unsold stock ... so we are seeking Expressions of Interest. 
If you would be interested in purchasing Polo Shirt/s, please email 
Sam (sam@savannah-guides.com.au) stating the Quantity and Sizes 
you would be interested in.  This does not commit you to anything. 
If we proceed, the Polo Shirts may be worn by you at any time, but 
they do not replace your Uniform Shirt. 

WET TROPICS  
TOUR GUIDE PROGRAM 

 

Savannah Guides continues to work with its partner, the Wet 
Tropics Management Authority, to deliver the Wet Tropics 
Tour Guide Program.   Earlier this year two Cairns based 
Workshops covered the knowledge units of Flora, Fauna & 
Landscape; Presenting the World Heritage Area as  a Cultural 
Landscape and Commentary Excellence.  A Field School was held last October featuring 
The Cassowary Coast.  Stay tuned for the 2019 dates of our Wet Tropics Tour Guide 
Field School and Workshops. 
 

Completion Days — these days are free of charge and are set 
aside for Guides who have partially completed their Wet 
Tropics Certification and just need to finalise Workbooks and 
perform their Field Assessment.  You don’t necessarily have to 
wait for a Completion Day though ... contact Russell Boswell
(0408 772 513) to arrange the final elements of your Wet Tropics 
Tour Guide Certification! 
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CAPRICORN CAVES FIELD SCHOOL 
28 - 31 March 2019 

What a fantastic week we had and what a pleasure it was hosting 70 Savannah Guides and friends 
from around Australia on our home turf at the end of March.  After such a fantastic Field School at 
Carnarvon Gorge in 2018, we had a lot to live up to, but we were confident that we had a great 
program to share with all our guests.  On behalf of the entire team I would like to thank Sam who 
worked so hard behind the scenes, assisting our team with ensuring we were ready and prepared to 
host the Field School.   

The theme of our school was “Palaeotourism and Landscape Storytelling” and over the course of the 
four days we combined some fantastic educational presentations by a huge range of people with some 
guiding skills to hopefully have everyone leaving as better tour guides.  

Bronwyn Witham shared her world of geology and put geological time into context, giving us a chance 
to see how the places we work in, fit into the big picture.  Simon Ling along with Dr Scott Hocknull, 
Christian Bom and Bronwyn then took those geological concepts and guided us on a Murder Mystery, 
where we visited the “crime scene” of 70-million-year-old volcanic plugs in “Death of a Volcano”.   

Capricorn Caves’ own palaeontologist Rochelle Lawrence took us through the story of how Capricorn 
Caves’ palaeontology journey started and how we developed our Fossil Tour and Community Open Day 
before allowing everyone to get their hands dirty and dig for fossils.  There were a lot of people who 
could’ve stayed at the dig site all day discovering thousands of micro-fauna fossils!   

Malachi Conway brought back primitive survival skills from around the world, making rope and obsidian 
knives and getting everyone to make their own fire.  Malachi had not been involved in Savannah Guides 
before the Field School, but I can guarantee you will all be seeing him again!  For something very new 
for Savannah Guides though, we were treated to a talk on bird life in Sri Lanka from Rahula Perera of 
Aarunya Vacations, who was awarded his EcoGuide Certification during the Field School. 

These engaging practical sessions were tied together by two very important sessions from Andrew 
James (“Building Guest Interaction”) and Russell Boswell (“Storytelling”) to give a well-rounded set of 
skills to add to the guides Toolbox. 

There was also, of course, a lot of fun had after hours.  Angela in the bar kept everyone well hydrated 
from 5:00pm onwards every afternoon.  On Friday night at the Great Western Hotel, in the Beef 
Capital of Rockhampton, we were treated to a steak dinner and Bull Riding demonstrations, hosted by 
British Comedian Griff Rhys-Jones.  Of course on the final night, the guitars were brought out and 
hours of singing led by Russ and Bram capped off such a wonderful week. 

Two of our own guides, Caity O’Neil and Peter Grabasch were accredited as Savannah Guides as part 
of the Field School and we welcome them to Savannah Guides and are very proud of the work they put 
in to being a part of Capricorn Caves and delivering exceptional experiences for their guests. 

It would be remiss of me not to mention Ann when writing about our Field School.  Ann was such a 
passionate supporter of Savannah Guides and everything the organisation stands for.  She was very 
excited when we started making plans twelve months ago and on that last night, she would have been 
the happiest person in the world having shared her home with so many wonderful people; singing, 
drinking and dancing the night away with great friends. 

Again, everyone at Capricorn Caves would like to thank every person involved in our Field School 
whether as presenters, organisers or attendees.  We are very proud of our home and we feel 
privileged that we got to share it with all of you.  We look forward to seeing you all again at future 
Field Schools. 

Written by Jordan Wheeler 
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Welcome to the Team! 
At our recent Capricorn Caves Field School 

we accredited seven Savannah Guides ... 
 

 

 

BOB DOUGLAS ‐ Outback Aussie Tours 
 
Age 66, Married to Chris, Three Adult Children and Two Grandsons. 
Cruise Boat Skipper Outback Aussie Tours 2018 and 2019. 
Cruise Boat Skipper Shoalwater Islands Marine Park 1991, 92 and 93 Summers. 
Guide for “Let’s Walk” South West Forests, WA 1994‐95. 
Master < 24m, Marine Engine Driver Grade 2, Inshore Yachtmaster. 
Australian Customs Marine Unit WA Coast Darwin to Bunbury. 
Interests: Palaeontology, Palaeogeology, Astronomy, Indigenous Culture, Sailing, 

LINDA ALLEN ‐ Outback Aussie Tours 

Alex proposed to me on 16 April 2019 so I will be Linda Mudryk soon!  Two 
and a half years ago  I followed Alex on his ambi on for his love of the 
Outback.  Li le did I realise I had this inner passion for learning about nature, 
birds, flora and fauna too.  The bonus was becoming part of Savannah Guides 
who have been the fantas c support network that hooked me in.  A er four 
Field Schools, mee ng like‐minded Guides this is where we are hanging out 
for the future.  Thanks for all your support! 

 

 

PETER GRABASCH ‐ Capricorn Caves 
 

 I grew up in Victoria.  In 1988 I signed up for the Armed Forces and was 
posted to Townsville, Queensland.  In 1992 I married my wife Jodie and 
we started a family (two boys).  After many different career paths I 
finally followed my dreams, working with Crocodiles and our amazing 
Australian wildlife at Billabong Sanctuary Townsville.  In 2008 we 
moved to Rockhampton to further my knowledge with Crocodiles at 
Koorana Crocodile Farm.  After 12 months I left the industry and 
pursued other career paths.  In 2014 my wife and I started a wildlife 
demonstration business, Little Aussie Encounters with the opportunity 
to educate about our unique Aussie wildlife and the importance to 
preserve their habitat through a hands on experience.  In August 2017 I 
had an awesome opportunity to continue our business and join the 
Capricorn Caves team as a tour guide, combining my passions to be 
able to educate the public, locals, interstate or internationals about 
how awesome our country is to live in.  
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Welcome to the Team! 

We also had the pleasure of promoting 
  Hirani Kydd and Andrew James 

to Senior Savannah Guide! 
 

Congratulations! 

CAITY O’NEILL ‐ Capricorn Caves 

I grew up on a ca le property next to Carnarvon Gorge Na onal Park.  I have always had a 
strong passion and a love for learning about all things to do with nature.  I have always loved 
exploring the property and certainly never thought my love for nature would lead me to 
working as a tour guide interpre ng the Capricorn Caves for guests.  I hope to con nue 
learning about this incredibly beau ful and complex world we live in.  I am excited to be a 
part of Savannah Guides and am looking forward to many more years to come.   

BEC ATKINS ‐ Australian Age of Dinosaurs 

Having grown up in Sydney I have a varied background including Musician, Audio 
Visual Technician, and Tour Guide, Rostering and Logis cs Officer for Bridge Climb 
for 12 years.  I fell in love with dinosaurs at age six and travelled to the Dinosaur 
Stampede and the Australian Age of Dinosaurs five years ago.  I knew then this is 
where I wanted to be.  I have great excitement and belief in the ethos of the 
museum as well as in the fossil material ‐ both already found and in the poten al of 
material yet to come.  I can't wait to see what the future holds. 

KATE LOUIS ‐ Australian Age of Dinosaurs 

Kate is passionate about Science and couldn’t believe her luck when she landed a role 
working for the Australian Age of Dinosaurs Natural History Museum.  She has worked in a 
number of capaci es for the Museum however is most excited with her latest venture into 
the stars!  The Museum is hoping to achieve dark sky status, that Kate was heavily 
involved with.  In the future the Museum is hoping to conduct nightly sky tours that will of 
course, incorporate dinosaurs!  She is super excited about con nuing to be apart of this.  

PETER FARMILO ‐ Adels Grove 

I previously worked as an accountant at ARB for 10 years.  We decided to work and travel 
across northern Australia as we both enjoy travelling through remote outback areas.  We 
had previously stayed at Adels Grove and applied there for work to start our new 
adventure.  Ange Clucas contacted me once we had secured posi ons and asked if I was 
interested in guiding.  Taking that further and becoming a Savannah Guide has opened up 
a world of possibili es for my later working life. 
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JOHN BAYNTUN from Oz Tours Safaris 

Winner of the Val Speedie 

Outstanding Tour Guide Award 
 
The aim of this Award is to acknowledge outstanding guiding performance and skills. 
For Criteria, email sam@savannah‐guides.com.au 
 
John Bayntun ‐ A passionate Interpreter and Storyteller.   John Bayntun and his wife Chris joined Oz Tours Safaris in May 
2004 as Tour Guide and Hostess doing the Cape York Tour Program.  They had previously lived and worked at New Mapoon 
near Bamaga and were with Bishops Australia Tours when the tourism industry presented a new dynamic for them both.  
 
Johns passion for the Cape soon became evident and his knowledge of Queensland in general saw he and Chris opera ng 
the Outback Queensland Tour in addi on to the Cape York Tours.  At the start of each season John and Chris became our in‐
house trainers for new guides to orientate them to the Cape York des na on.  John could put his hand to anything 
including opera ng a mobile camp for gas pipeline surveyors to logis cs of catering for 200+ people for on country events 
and ceremonies in some pre y remote parts of the North.   When the prospect of doing The Kimberley, Central Deserts and 
Kakadu to Cairns Tours was raised in 2007, John and Chris along with 
Rick set off to map the tours which have been the main anchor of 
western outback product for the company. John’s mechanical and 
engineering skills has always been an immense advantage for the 
company and our customers travelling in such remote areas.   John and 
Chris con nue to guide and cater for our many customers living the 
spirit of adventure across the Savannah Way and around Central 
Australia.  
 
We are very proud that John has received this Award and would like to 
thank Savannah Guides Limited for recognising John’s contribu on to 
the industry. 
 
By Mike and Wendy Hintz, Owners, Oz Tours Safaris 
 
 
 
Val Speedie, Savannah Guide 1991 ‐ 2006 
 

Val Speedie was a Savannah Guide who worked at Savannah Guides Enterprise, Undara Experience, for 12 years.  Val had a 
true understanding of interpreta on, the art of connec ng an audience with real meaning in a landscape.  She looked at 
every aspect of her commentaries ‐ using correct informa on and current research, developing fascina ng themes, and 
interac ng with her customers.  When asked what drove her passion for con nually working on her own guiding and 
training the next genera on of Undara’s Savannah Guides she said that her ongoing love for sharing nature was to ask 
“Why?”  Why are there different trees on that hillside?  Why are different raptor species o en seen at different heights?  

Why was this place so important for people?  Con nually asking “Why?” can s mulate a 
guide’s passion, research and effec veness with an audience and it is a ques on that has 
driven some other great minds.  Val started work at Undara in July 1991. Val was in her 
element – this started her love affair with volcanoes, the bush and the Gulf Savannah.  Within 
six months she became a Savannah Guide and in two years became their head guide.  She was 
instrumental in wri ng up training manuals and procedures for the guiding department. Val, 
along with Kay Stephens taught TAFE students the Dry Landscapes module of the Interpre ve 
Tourism Course. Val was diagnosed with Breast Cancer in 2002 and she took me off to have 
treatment which involved surgery and radium. Val returned to work but soon re red from 
Undara in 2003 a er 12 years of loyal service.   Val passed away on 18 September 2010 Kay Stephens and Val Speedie 
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MICHELLE WHITEHOUSE 
from Australian Nature Guides 

 

Winner of the Barry Kubala 

Future Leaders Award 
 
The aim of this award is to develop a younger, up and coming, mentored, ac ve, member that can be seen as a role 
model for others and a future leader for Savannah Guides Limited.  This award has a succession role within the 
organisa on. 
For Criteria, email sam@savannah‐guides.com.au 

 
Michelle's first career was in hospitality management and she worked in the industry 
for several years around Melbourne before she saw the light and toddled off to 
Bendigo to do a dual degree in Nature Tourism and Outdoor Educa on with Latrobe 
University.  Following this, Michelle worked as a guide at Southern Ocean Lodge on 
Kangaroo Island and at Longitude 21 at Uluru, before moving on to developing and 
running tours for Vision Splendid at Winton. 
 
Michelle and Australian Nature Guides first encountered each other at the 2015 
Savannah Guides Field School at Adels Grove, where Michelle and Simon were on the 
winning Twitchathon team together!  The following year Simon was on the lookout for 
someone special to take care of the business while he was overseas studying.  The rest 
as they say is History!  Michelle's first night at Carnarvon was a trial by fire.  Simon had 
not yet finished the staff accommoda on he was working on and she camped on the 
floor in the middle of the construc on site.  There may have been a small mouse circus 
in a endance as well.  Michelle stuck it out (the accommoda on did improve) and 
took to Australia Nature Guide's walking‐based tours like a duck to water. Michelle's 
passion for the Australian environment and culture shines brightly on her tours, and 

her ability to relate complex informa on to people from all walks of life are skills worthy of emula on. 
 
In her second season at Carnarvon Gorge, Australian Nature Guide's sales figures grew magnificently; a considerable 
achievement given Simon was overseas for half the year.  In 2017 Michelle became a co‐owner of Australian Nature Guides 
alongside Simon, and in 2018 they hosted Carnarvon Gorge's first Savannah Guides Field School.  
 
By Simon Ling, Australian Nature Guides 
 
Barry Kubala, Savannah Guide 1988 ‐ 2006 
 

Barry Kubala, originally from Savannah Guides Enterprise, Adels Grove, was one of the original seven founding members of 
Savannah Guides in 1988. Barry never ceased to amaze with his knowledge of botany and geology.  In Savannah Guides' 
early days Barry took on the role of standards and protocols officer, and woe be de you if you had not ironed your uniform, 
or treated your clients without full respect, or (evil of evils) misrepresented Savannah Guides. He took great pride in the 
organisa on, and in being a founda on member.  Barry also held office as President and 
Secretary on a number of occasions. Savannah Guides veterans will tell you how Barry Kubala's 
knowledge was almost without peer among tour guides, and not just of his patch but of the wider 
savannahs. He had a very dis nc ve way of presen ng informa on that both entertained and 
educated.  His outstanding dedica on and contribu on to the development of the Savannah 
Guides network was recognised in 2010 when Barry was awarded Life Membership of Savannah 
Guides Ltd a er he resigned his Savannah Guides status due to ill health.  Barry's leadership, 
passion, intelligence and wit live on with the Barry Kubala Future Leaders Award.  Barry passed 
away on 26 March 2011 
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OUR NEXT 
SAVANNAH GUIDES FIELD SCHOOL 

 

will be held at ... 
 

Atherton Tablelands, Queensland 
14 ‐ 17 November 2019 

 

 

We will catch up with many Queensland mates during this Field School! 
Come along, catch up with old friends and make new ones … everyone is very welcome! 

 

Accommodation and Camping options are both available. 
 

Information and Registration Form available soon at: h p://savannah‐guides.com.au/about/savannah‐guide‐schools/  

GENAZZANO CENTRE — Lake Tinaroo 
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Things You May Not Know About 
Purple-Crowned Fairy-Wrens  

 

The eastern race,  Malurus coronatus macgillivrayi, only 
occurs in northern NT and Queensland and this tiny 
inquisitive bird is a favourite with visitors to Boodjamulla 
National Park. 

The habitat for these birds is quite specific and they do not 
occur in areas where riverside pandanus is not present. 
They build a small domed nest in clumps of pandanus. 
Usually they do not travel more than 10 to 30 metres away 

from dense pandanus or tall river grasses, except when flooding occurs and during this time they 
take refuge in taller trees such as eucalyptus and paperbarks. 

Unlike the other eight fairy-wrens in Australia, Purple-crowned fairy wrens are loyal partners who 
tend to mate for life. They are co-operative breeders who defend their territory, remaining in the 
same area year after year. Generally the dominant breeding pair will only leave their territory 
because of separation or death of one bird. A female who loses her mate will travel 1-2 kilometres 
away from her territory to find a new mate however a male whose partner dies will seek a new mate 
within his territory. It is probable that monogamy amongst Purple-crowned fairy-wrens occurs out of 
convenience, due to their very restricted ecological range, being only able to live in a narrow band 
around well vegetated river channels. This limits the male’s ability to traverse other territories 
advertising to females. However females exhibit long term planning and have been observed to end 
their relationship if the opportunity for a better territory arises. Being prepared to divorce is a 
female strategy to improve long term reproductive success in a better territory. Because 80% of 
nest attempts end in failure due to their harsh and unpredictable habitat, seeking out high quality 
habitat is a top priority for these birds. 

The purple crown with a black spot in the centre, only occurs on top of the male’s head during 
breeding season, however the breeding plumage is used not so much to signal male attractiveness 
but rather to settle dominance issues between males who are competing for territory. 

Purple-crowned fairy-wrens of both sexes sing and they combine 50% of their songs into duets. 
Duetting is important for co-operative territorial defence and pairs coordinate their responses very 
closely. Females prefer a mate who shapes up to be a worthy duet partner. 
By Ange Clucas —Senior Savannah Guide 
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James Cook University Cairns 

 

Saturday 20 July - 8:00am - Monday 22 July - 4:00pm 
 

Or 
 

Mountain Village of Paluma (60km North of Townsville) 
 

Friday 29 November - Sunday 01 December 2019 
 
 

Cost: $525 per person 
 
The Australian Tropical Herbarium and the Wet Tropics Management Authority are pleased to 
present Australian Tropical Rainforest Plants – Plant Identification Short Courses.  These 
courses will introduce participants to the skills and resources needed for rainforest plant 
identification.   Participants in each short course will receive a statement of attendance. 
 
Targeted at the interested layperson, these three day introductory short courses will be of 
interest to: 
 
 Tour Guides 
 Rangers 
 School Science Teachers 
 State and Local Government Land Managers 
 Anyone with an interest in tropical Australia’s incredible biodiversity 
 
And will contain …  
 
 What is a rainforest? 
 How plants are named 
 Plant structure and terminology 
 A walking tour of nearby rainforest, and hands-on learning through identification of local 

native plants. 
 A review of important rainforest plant families, and the features used to identify them in 

the field 
 
Online enrolments are now open at https://events.jcu.edu.au/plantidcourse.  For more 
information, please see Brochure at https://alumni.jcu.edu.au/old/document.doc?id=820  

For further information please contact enquiry@ath.org.au 
 
Spaces are limited, and enrolments close a week before the course commencement date. 
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Training Por olio 2019‐20 
 

Savannah Guides is Australia’s leading Professional Development provider for Tour Guides.  We are a not‐for‐profit network 
of Tour Guides and Operators focused on best prac ce and mutual respect. 

Our Members include experts in a wide range of fields that can deliver 
tailored training op ons for Tour Guides and Operators on a 
contracted basis.  We provide ongoing support and tourism industry 
network linkages. 

Delivery Methods 

 Onsite around Australia in scheduled training blocks 

 Before/a er our regular Savannah Guides Field Schools, 
 EcoGuide Workshops or Wet Tropics Field Schools 

 Remotely using Savannah Guides’ Workbooks and Resources, 
 with email and phone support as required 

 Hosted visits to Cairns or other centres incorpora ng “behind 
 the scenes” industry visits 

 Partnerships with employers and Registered Training 
 Organisa ons  

Tour Guide Cer fica on 
Cer fica on op ons are available for Tour Guides: 

 EcoGuide Cer fica on: acknowledged around Australia as the professional benchmark for nature and culture Tour 
 Guides. It is mapped from the Cer ficate III in Guiding but does not include the issuing of that qualifica on, making it 
 an accessible and cost effec ve process that can be used by employers and workplace supervisors to drive and 
 reward skills and knowledge. 

 Savannah Guides Accredita on: the award‐winning program for Tour Guides and Tour Operators in Australia’s 
 Tropical Savannahs across the north of the con nent.   

 Wet Tropics Tour Guide Program: developed in partnership with the Wet 
 Tropics Management Authority, this includes studies in Flora/Fauna/Landscape, 
Cultural Heritage and Tour Commentaries, with specific content around the Wet Tropics 
World Heritage Area. 

Accredited Training 
Savannah Guides partners with numerous Registered Training Organisa ons (RTOs) to 
deliver units and qualifica ons under the Australian Tourism and Hospitality Training 
Packages.  Statements of A ainment and Qualifica ons are issued by the RTO.  In most 
cases the RTO’s scope also includes Hospitality, Land Management or other Training 
Packages that can be combined with Tourism / Tour Guide Training.  Many students are 
eligible for subsidised training. 

Available Qualifica ons include: 
 SIT10116 Cer ficate I in Tourism (Australian Indigenous Culture)  
 SIT20116 Cer ficate II in Tourism  
 SIT30116 Cer ficate III in Tourism  
 SIT30316 Cer ficate III in Guiding  
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Tour Guiding Units of Competency combine into a Skill Set of any size: 
SITTGDE101  Interpret aspects of local Australian Indigenous culture  
SITTGDE301  Work as a guide 
SITTGDE303  Lead tour groups  
SITTGDE304  Prepare and present tour commentaries or ac vi es  
SITTGDE305  Develop and maintain the general and regional knowledge required by guides  
SITTGDE306  Research and share general informa on on Australian Indigenous cultures  
SITTGDE307  Prepare specialised interpre ve content on flora, fauna and landscape  
SITTGDE308  Prepare specialised interpre ve content on marine environments  
SITTGDE309  Prepare specialised interpre ve content on cultural and heritage environments  
SITTGDE401  Coordinate and operate tours  
SITTGDE402  Manage extended touring programs  
SITXHRM301  Coach others in job skills  
SITXHRM401  Roster staff  
SITTPPD401  Package tourism products  
SITTPPD402  Develop interpre ve ac vi es  
SITTTOP301  Load touring equipment  
SITTTOP302  Provide outdoor catering  
SITTTOP401  Allocate tour or ac vity resources  
SITTTOP402  Set up and operate a camp site  
SITTTOP403  Operate tours in a remote area  
 

Non‐Accredited Training 
Savannah Guides delivers non‐accredited training based on over 30 years of tourism industry experience in developing some 
of Australia’s most awarded tourism businesses and products.  These programs feature real‐life examples and prac cal tools 
to build skills and deliver concrete outputs. 
 
Savannah Guides issues cer ficates acknowledging achievement in the following Topics Areas: 
 
Tour Guiding Topics 

 
 

Business Development Topics 

 
 

All Topics and Delivery can be tailored to your needs. 
For further informa on please contact Russell Boswell:       M: 0408 772 513       E: info@savannah‐guides.com.au 
 

www.savannah‐guides.com.au 

Who are Your Guests? 
Guests’ Cultural Differences 
Planning Your Tour 
Deciding on Content 
From Ranger to Tour Guide 
Speaking in Public Confidently 
Your Guiding Personality and Story 
Managing your Energy 
Storytelling 
Interpre ve Techniques 
Building Guest Interac on 
Body Language Tips 
Vocal Skills and Speech Habits 
Social Skills 
Risk Management 
Tour Legali es 

Group Management 
Environmental Impact Customer Service 
Dealing with Difficult Guests 
Assessing Your Guiding Performance 
Flora, Fauna and Landscape Overview 
The Science of Rock Art 
Telling Cultural Stories 
Photos for Guests and Social Media 
Walking Tours 
Bird Guiding 
Star Gazing 
Geology Basics 
Australia’s Natural History 
Seasons and Cycles 
Researching Local History 

Establishing a Business 
Planning Your Business 
Financial Management Basics 
Opera onal Effec veness 
Experience Development – Tours 
Experience Development ‐ Accommoda on 
Experience Development – A rac ons 
Site Development and Management 

Developing Opera onal Manuals 
Developing Guide Training Manuals 
Building Your Networks 
Market Ready / Export Ready 
Marke ng Strategies 
Website Basics 
Digital Marke ng Basics 
Providing Visitor Informa on 
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Savannah Guides Limited operates the EcoGuide Program in Australia.  This national nature-
based tour guide accreditation program delivers great benefits for EcoGuides, growing the links 
between nature-based Tour Guides around Australia. 
 
Savannah Guides also operates the Wet Tropics Tour Guide Program and of course the original 
Savannah Guides accreditation, with discounted articulation available between all programs.  
Just ask if you feel your career could benefit through an additional credential. 
 
Savannah Guides is also working in several regions developing tailored programs for specific 
situations.  Together these programs create a network of well over 500 nature and culture based 
Tour Guides and many leading Tourism Operators involved in professional and personal 
development. 
 
The benefits for everyone include access to Regional Workshops, Field Schools, Training Programs 
and Resources, job links and a National Communication network. 
 
How can you connect more with these opportunities and help us build the professionalism of 
Tour Guides across Australia? 

 

Savannah Guides and 
EcoGuide 

... Building More Links 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE NEWLY CERTIFIED ECOGUIDES 
 

 Mark Burne   Queensland   Rahula Perera  Sri Lanka 
 Amanda Hinton  Queensland   Jordan Wheeler  Queensland 
 Geoffrey Hodgson South Australia   Regina Roach  New South Wales 

RECYCLING 101 ... Queensland Parks and Wildlife 

Service now has one Website Page 

where you can find ALL of their 

Na onal Park Brochures organised 

by Region. 

www.qld.gov.au/parkbrochures 

Operators may find this 

very handy … 
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Savannah Guides Uniform Item Price List 
 

Hat Band      $  11 
Savannah Guide Patch (Large or Small)  $  15 
Savannah Guide Pin     $  15 
Name Badge      $  20 
 

Savannah Guides Membership Price List 
 

Friend of Savannah Guides     $  50 
(Individual Employed by SGL Enterprise) 

Friend of Savannah Guides (Individual)  $  90 
Friend of Savannah Guides (Enterprise)  $215  

Savannah Guide     $105 
Senior Savannah Guide    $205 
Re red Savannah Guide    $  80 
Special Member     $105 
Enterprise Membership    $500 
 

EcoGuide Price List  
Applica on      $130 
Annual Membership     $  99 
(Discounts apply for many already accredited Guides) 

EcoGuide Pin‐On Badge    $  15 

Congratula ons to our  

AUSTRALIAN TOURISM AWARD WINNERS! 

 

LIFE ON THE LAND 

WITH THE LAMA LAMA RANGERS … 
Many of our Readers would have met Alison Liddy, 
Elaine Liddy and Anneleise Baird at our Field Schools 
in recent years.  These ladies are passionate about 
their land and their Ranger work.  Below is the link to 
an outstanding article about their work and love of 
their country. Just cut and paste into your browser … 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/
dec/20/life-on-the-land-with-the-lama-lama-rangers
-a-picture-essay  

 

Cobbold Village won Silver 
for Hosted Accommoda on! 

Capricorn Caves won Silver 
in the Tourist A rac on Category 

(pictured with Irwin Family) 

 

WILDLIFE  

FUN! 
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Not into Twitching? 

You might be a Herper … 
 

Many of us love a bit of Twitching, or bird watching, as 
it's known by the general population.  In fact, hardcore 
Twitchers might spend thousands of dollars, and hours, 
travelling just to tick certain rare birds off their species 
list.  Savannah Guides even has the Twitchathon at 
each Field School, with winners being able to bask in 
the glory of notoriety, even if it's just for a short while. 

This is all great fun, but what if birds aren’t at the top of 
your list?  What if you think the only thing exciting 
about our feathered friends is that they are descended 
from dinosaurs?  Perhaps you like a bit more action 
than sitting around patiently with a pair of binoculars.  

Fear not, you might just be a suppressed Herper!  “What's a Herper?” you ask.  Well, they are the nuts 
that go looking for reptiles and amphibians.  The term is derived from 
herpetology, which is the branch of zoology that studies frogs, snakes, 
lizards, salamanders, caecilians (look them up, they're cool!) and all that 
stuff.  

How do you know if you're a Herper at heart? 

 Do you run towards snakes with camera in hand (but still keep a 
safe distance)? 

 Do you find yourself looking amongst the leaf litter of the forest 
floor, watching the antics of small lizards? 

 Do you go out at night and drive for hours specifically to see what 
scaly things are crossing the road? 

 
If you answered yes to any of these questions, there's a good chance that you are a Herper!  Of course it’s 
possible to be a hybrid, but the term Twerper has never really caught on! 
 
Now that you know your inner scaly inclinations, there a few steps to being a responsible Herper. 

1. Don't touch.  Unless you are rescuing something off the road or it is in danger in some other way, 
leave the poor thing alone. 

2. If you don't know what it is, or if you know it's venomous, 
definitely don't touch! 

3. Don't go flipping over logs and generally disturbing 
habitat in your search for herps.  There are enough 
problems in the environment without more disruption. 

4. Take cool photos and share it in the Savannah Guides 
Facebook Forum, or better yet, send it to Sam and she'll 
put it in the next Newsletter and you'll be famous! 

 
Okay, it’s time to go and test out whether you really are a Herper … grab some paper and a pen and 
start that Reptile Species List and see if you can make all the Twitchers jealous! 
 
By Hirani Kydd, Senior Savannah Guide 
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MY WET SEASON by Mick Clark 
 
An early finish to the dry season at Ellenbrae Station provided us with the perfect opportunity to drive and explore the Western and 
Northern Kimberley.  For five years whilst working at El Questro we always knew that one day we would complete the full length of the 
iconic Gibb River Road and tick this off our bucket list.  Kalumburu offered fantastic fishing and the Munja Track from Mt Elizabeth 
Station to Walcott Inlet were certainly highlights along with Mornington Wilderness Camp.  To end the trip in Derby was interesting for 
me as I enjoyed reading all the history and old photos from the town which has the third highest tidal variance in the world at 13 metres! 

 
During December we were offered care taking work at Murwangi Safari Camp near Ramingining in East 
Arnhem Land NT.  Outback Spirit Tours operate the camp located on Old Arafura Station and have an 
Indigenous Land Use Agreement with the traditional owner Johnny Pascoe.  Johnny featured in the 2005 
film “Ten Canoes”.  The camp consists of 12 Luxury Ensuite Safari Style Tents, combination 
Commercial Kitchen and Dining Room, Staff Accommodation and associated infrastructure.  Old 
Arafura Station was operational until 2005 and processed cattle at an abattoir located on site.  Outback 
Spirit have been utilising the site since 2016 with their Arnhem Land Tours visiting every two days as 
their off road buses ferry their guests across Arnhem Land.  A two hour flight in light aircraft transferred 
us from Darwin to Murwangi, the views over Kakadu NP and the escarpment country were very 

rewarding and new to our eyes ... this is our first trip into Arnhem Land.  
 
The jobs here were varied during our stay but mostly revolved around keeping the important things going 
- generators fuelled and serviced, water filtration plant operational and lawns watered and mowed, 
fridges and freezers working etc.  Certainly during December the emphasis was on watering as the wet 
season hadn’t started and the grass needed a lot of water!  Regular inspections of the Luxury Tents were 
also needed to ensure vermin and mould were not causing any damage and a quick run on each air-
conditioner to prevent seals drying out.  As with most outback resorts there are always left over jobs from 
when the staff departed the property in haste at the end of the tourist season.  
 
Arafura Swamp is the most notable feature on the property which is home to a large population of 
Estuarine Crocodiles and a diverse range of birds.  Regular visits to the swamp to view these was always 
a highlight.  Other wildlife included Buffalo eating the green grass and trees, Dingoes  howling during the night and Wild Horses grazing.  
Common birds were Bush Stone Curlews of a night with their eerie and mournful calls and Brush Cuckoos of a morning with their 
descending calls.  A group of nine men in six helicopters signalled the arrival of the crocodile egg collectors just before Christmas.  This 
hazardous occupation involves raiding the nest of Estuarine Crocodiles whilst being suspended below the helicopter on a long rope.  The 
collected eggs are then sold off to farms for their valuable leather in the future. A couple of trips to the Barge Landing on the coast were 
necessary to deliver the Toyota Safari Vehicles en-route back to Darwin for repairs.  The Barge lands near Milingimbi Island and can only 
be visited during high tide.  A flurry of forklift activity ensues as the freight is quickly unloaded and they’re off again to the next port.  The 
weekly Barge plays an important role for delivering stores to these remote regions during the wet when the unsealed roads become 
impassable to road transport. 

 
As the New Year passed we were offered more work at Seven Spirit Bay Resort on the Cobourg Peninsular 
right at the very top of the Territory.  Outback Spirit purchased the property located within Garig Gunak 
Barlu NP in 2014 and immediately refurbished 12 of the 24 Luxury Villas.  The remaining 12 Villas were 
being refurbished whilst we were there in January.  Seven Spirit Bay Resort is set right on the Arafura Sea 
and commands excellent views over the ocean.  The Resort was first built in 1989 and is still in remarkably 
good condition considering its age.  Daily jobs were similar to Murwangi except the water supply was from 
an underground spring and very pure so no filtering required.  The landscape was different to most 
Savannah I was used to and had a definite rainforest feeling to it.  There are no roads to access the resort so 
staff and guests are either flown in or arrive by boat.   
 

Fishing was a definite highlight whilst working here and when conditions were right the boat was quickly 
launched and bites were felt. Gold Band Snapper and Coral Trout were two species common to the area and their 
eating qualities were second to none. Whilst working at Seven Spirit Bay I decided to obtain my Coxswains 
Ticket and spent most of February completing this in Darwin.  This was something that had been on my mind for 
a few years.  A Coxswains Ticket in my hand will open up new opportunities to not only continue with land-
based guiding but venture into Marine guiding as well.  We can certainly see ourselves working at Seven Spirit 
Bay at some time in the future, after 12 years travelling and working around Australia its high time we started 

working in the Norther Territory! 
 
March saw us returning to Murwangi just for a week to allow 
other staff to attend a wedding.  We made some new friends and 
did various small jobs then flew to the East Coast for a family 
gathering and the Capricorn Caves Field School. 
 
Unfortunately the NT’s wet season was the driest since 1986 so not a lot of rain about.  
This also made conditions very hot and sweaty, however it’s still very special being in 
northern Australia during summer. 
 
Now back to Ellenbrae Station on the Gibb River Road, East Kimberley, WA for another 
dry season. 
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The Ongoing Work of Savannah Guides 
is generously supported 

by the following Corporate Partners 

The Department of Environment and Science 

Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service 
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What is happening in your world? 
Amazing Story? 

What New Resources have you 
Discovered? 

Where are you now?   
Great Image? 

Interesting Facts & Figures? 
Funny Anecdote? 

 
PLEASE share your news:  

info@savannah-guides.com.au 

Browsing the Web 

Cut and paste these links into your browser 
to find some great resources: 

Plate Tectonics: 

h p://theconversa on.com/how‐earths‐con nents‐
became‐twisted‐and‐contorted‐over‐millions‐of‐years‐
116168 
 

Climate Change: 

Google “Climate Change made simple” or “Explaining 

Climate Change”.  One of the clearest web pages is BBC 

News’ “Six graphics that explain climate change”. 

Fire Management Perspec ves from the USA:  

h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edDZNkm8Mas  

Atlas of Living Australia: 

h ps://www.ala.org.au/  

North Queensland Naturalist: 

www.nqnat.org 

Job Ideas: 

EthicalJobs.com.au  

 

Follow and Like Us On ...  
 

See you at our 
Atherton Tablelands 

Field  School 
14‐17 November 2019! 

 

DETAILS WILL BE EMAILED TO YOU AND 

AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE SOON! 

 
 

FOOD 
BY 

THE 
NUMBERS! 

270 Million 
Es mated number 
of meat pies 
consumed in 
Australia each 
year  
(Food Standards 
Australia New Zealand) 

19.1 Kilos 
Weight of bananas, 
consumed by the 
average Australian 
household each year 
(Nielsen) 

53,872 
Number of scones 
sold by the CWA of 
NSW at the 2017 
Sydney Royal Easter 
Show 
(A Record for Them) 

39.2% 
Percentage of 
all alcohol 
consumed in 
Australia that is 
beer 
(Australian Bureau of 
Sta s cs) 


