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“The Interpretation Training was very Beneficial”

Wow! It’s hard to believe that two months have passed since Australian Nature Guides
hosted our very first Savannah Guides Field School. A year ago, when we first put our
hands up to host, we knew we were committing to a huge amount of planning and
preparation, but recognised that this would be an amazing opportunity to showcase
our values, knowledge, skill, business, and products in the place we know best Carnarvon Gorge.
Sam and Russ shepherded us to the point where we had an itinerary, dates, venues
and presenters. The Field School was open for bookings and quickly sold out! Shit got
real! There was no turning back!
On Wednesday 21 March a sea of Savannah Guides in sock protectors (about 50 in
reality), descended upon Carnarvon Gorge. Luckily, the bar was fully stocked, ready
for our arrival.
The overarching theme, “Ways of Knowing & Interpreting Nature”, was explored over
the following four days with a range of interactive workshops such as turning curly
questions into teachable moments, basic geology skills and an introduction to plant
physiology. All of which were very well received.
Some energetic souls tackled Boolimba Bluff, which meant climbing almost one
thousand stairs to take advantage of a spectacular viewpoint over Carnarvon Gorge
and surrounds. We may have huffed and puffed, but it was worth every step. Others
opted for a gentler walk up to the Lodge Lookout, which offers fabulous views of the
sandstone cliffs illuminated by the morning sun.
One whole day was dedicated to exploring the Gorge itself, visiting the Art Gallery,
Ward’s Canyon, Amphitheatre, and Moss Garden along the way. As is often the case,
Savannah Guides asked a lot more questions than the general public, so we definitely
did not make it back on time, making for a fairly tight turnaround.
Then, it was party time! To celebrate the 30th Birthday of Savannah Guides, we turned
the clock back to 1988, donned our best 80’s outfits and danced the night away.
Everyone looked fabulous, and it was clear some had put in huge effort! Some familiar
faces turned up including Elvis, George Michael, and even the classic Rubik’s Cube
made an appearance. A great night was had by all.
Thank you, everyone, for participating so enthusiastically. We look forward to hosting
another school in the future, but perhaps give us a few years, it sure has taken its toll!
For those of you who missed out this time around, please know that you are always
welcome to visit us here at Carnarvon Gorge. We’ll show you around.

By Michelle Whitehouse, Australian Nature Guides

“Inspirational and Engaging!”
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Australia: Land of the Birds
Australia is home to about 830 species – more if you include neighbouring islands – nearly one in
10 of the world’s 10,000 or so living bird species. About 45% of these are endemics, found
nowhere else.
We are lucky to have two of the world’s largest and heaviest birds – the flightless cassowary and the
emu – which are perhaps the most superficially similar to birds’ dinosaur ancestors. And related
flightless ratites were probably already common across the ancient supercontinent of Gondwana
long before Australia split from Antarctica and South America.
Three groups of birds found widely worldwide – parrots, pigeons
and songbirds – evolved in Australia, which explains why the former
two are so diverse and abundant here.
Parrots, with their cacophonously noisy calls,
immediately stand out to first-time visitors to
Australia. They are so species-rich in Australia that –
as biologist Tim Low notes in his book “Where Song
Began” – New South Wales alone has almost as many
parrots as the continents of Africa and Asia combined.
The songbirds are an enormous group of living birds,
comprising about 5,000 species, such as the robins,
mockingbirds, jays and thrushes of the northern hemisphere,
bowerbirds and lyrebirds of Australia.

and the magpies,

Throughout the 20th century ornithologists believed many bird groups evolved in
the north, only later spreading to Australia. But songbird fossils were eventually
found here that were up to 54million years old – much older than those found
elsewhere in the world. Research also shows that the greatest genetic diversity of
songbirds is found in Australia. Songbirds began to diversify in Australia 33million
years ago but did not begin to spread beyond our
shores for another 10million years.
The unique nature of Australia’s eucalypt and paperbark
forests has also shaped bird evolution. Gum blossoms, for example, provided a resource for
great numbers of nectar-feeding honeyeaters. And as Low also points out, the presence of
much nectar as a jealously guarded resource may be why so many Australian birds are
raucously noisy – species such noisy miners, rainbow lorikeets and various wattlebirds.
Australian birds generally are very noisy, even non-nectar feeders such as magpies,
kookaburras and some cockatoos.

-

There are many other ways in which Australian birds are unique. Many have power
as “ecosystem engineers”, exerting profound impacts on their habitats. Pigeons, fruit
doves and cassowaries are all vital to spreading the seeds of fruit trees; lyrebirds
reduce bushfires by frequently turning over leaf litter and effectively creating
firebreaks; and huge numbers of birds are important pollinators.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/dec/01/birds-australia-worldgreatest-diversity

SAVANNAH GUIDES LIFE MEMBERSHIP
awarded to

RUSSELL BOSWELL
Our Kakadu Field School held a lot of surprises for many of us, but the person who was most surprised of
all was our Manager, Russell Boswell when he was awarded Life Membership of Savannah Guides in
appreciation of years of dedicated service.
There was a lot of applause, a lot of laughter and some tears as Russ sat in the “hot seat” while many
Members offered their thoughts on this amazing gentleman. It should be noted that in the 30 year
history of Savannah Guides, Russell is
the sixth Life Member.
The Official Speech, given by President, Mick Clark is below:
I would like to Congratulate you on receiving this Award for
Life Membership of Savannah Guides.
Your outstanding contributions of time and energy are
greatly appreciated by the entire Membership.
Let’s look back at some of yours and your then employer
Wilderness Challenge achievements and valuable
contributions throughout your Savannah Guide history.
Unearthing these facts took some degree of behind the
scenes effort by your lovely wife Sam usually whilst you were
away on Savannah Guides business.
In 1996 Wilderness Challenge became a Savannah Guide
Accredited Preferred Operator.
In 1997 Russ was accredited as a Roving Interpreter.
In October 1998 Wilderness Challenge became a Master
Operator and Tom Warnes became President.
April 1999 saw Russ became a Savannah Guide at the
Normanton / Croydon School.
In October 1999 Tom Warnes is re-elected as President and
Russ was elected as Treasurer.
In October 2000 Tom and Russ go to London when Savannah Guides Limited wins The British Airways
Tourism for Tomorrow Award for Tourism Organisations.
Russ is elected President of Savannah Guides in 2002 and holds the Presidency until 2004.
In February 2010 and still current Russell became the Manager of Savannah Guides.
There are many other notable achievements such as Winner of the Wet Tropics Management Authority
Cassowary Award, Chair of Guiding Organisations of Australia and other Committees and Committee
Member of all sorts of associations.
Russ I often hear from Members that their first impression of you is what makes their decision to join
Savannah Guides … your professional and easy going nature is a most valuable asset.
As Manager of Savannah Guides you hold a large responsibility in the day to day affairs of the business,
your performance is always of the highest standard which shows in delivered outcomes time and again.
Your endless enthusiasm, energy and professionalism is a driving force in the success of Savannah
Guides.
As President and on behalf of the Members of Savannah Guides please accept this Life Membership
Award for your outstanding efforts over many years.

Back in Cairns Russ sat down with Andrew James,
Savannah Guide and former Journalist ...
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Savannah Guides Limited continues to
operate the EcoGuide Program in Australia.
This is Ecotourism Australia’s national naturebased tour guide accreditation program
and delivers great new benefits for
EcoGuides, growing the links between
nature-based Tour Guides around Australia.
Savannah Guides also operates the Wet
Tropics Tour Guide Program so EcoGuide is a
natural fit, along with growing partnerships
with other nature / culture sector guide
groups. Savannah Guides is creating a
network of hundreds of nature based guides
and partnerships supporting Tour Guide
professional development,
careers and
lifestyles.
Benefits include
Field Schools,
Resources, and
Links.
We will
developments.

Regional Workshops and
Training Programs and
National Communication
keep you in touch with

Savannah Guide Members wishing to
become an EcoGuide receive a discounted
Application and Annual Fee and the
process has been streamlined to take into
account your status as a Savannah Guide
and the Peer Assessment process you
successfully completed to achieve this.
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Port Phillip Bay covers an area of almost 2000 square kilometres and is the heart of the world’s most
liveable city. For too long the vibrant diversity of the Bay’s marine life has been a well-kept secret,
even the locals are surprised by the aquatic wonderland on their doorstep. But that is changing as
more and more people take the plunge.
The southern Mornington Peninsula was initially a seaside retreat that catered for holiday-makers from
Melbourne who would venture down to breath in the salt air and picnic or stroll along its' sandy
beaches. Today people travel from all over the world, many attracted to the Bays' southern reaches by
what lays beneath its surface. This area is one of the few places where it is possible to come face to
face with playful Australian fur seals and the only one which offers the opportunity to view and swim
with the unique Burrunan dolphin. Other accessible marine icons include the weedy sea dragon
(Victoria's aquatic fauna emblem) and nesting colonies of the Australasian diving gannet.
Polperro Dolphin Swims has been at the forefront of getting the word out on the Bay. It is a family
owned and operated eco-tourism operation with over 30 years’ experience specialising in dolphin and
seal swims, reef snorkels and environmental education.
In the 1980s it was engaged by Port Phillip Bay Dolphin Research Group, now known as the Dolphin
Research Institute, as a research vessel. The first dolphin swims were conducted on their behalf by
Polperro and its’ crew. They continue to use the same modest timber vessel to conduct operations that
generations of dolphins have come to know.
The Polperro team could see the potential for this form of cetacean-based tourism to burgeon and for
the associated imposts on the Bay's dolphins to grow with it in an unchecked fashion. For this reason,
they lobbied for reforms in the legislation pertaining to the management of dolphin swims to ensure that
the dolphin’s welfare remained the primary consideration of government and became actively involved the legislative process to ensure a level of
protection that promoted the prospects of the dolphins’ future viability.
They agreed to be bound by a voluntary code of conduct while awaiting the legislative change necessary for a permit system and witnessed how
the management of the industry evolved from essentially nothing, to voluntary codes, regulations with no limits on permit numbers, regulations
with limits on permit numbers, and finally a system that limits the time spent around dolphins on a tour and the number of approaches that a tour
vessel can make on a tour and on any given day. The system has been altered to minimise disruptions to the dolphins' daily lives and to manage
the impacts tourism activities might have on their energy budgets.
Although they are a commercial tourism operation, the underlying ambition of Polperro Dolphin Swims has always been a commitment to the
protection of Port Phillip Bay's marine environment and its' dolphin and seal populations.
Polperro’s senior tour leaders were among the first to undertake the process of becoming qualified EcoGuides
through Ecotourism Australia. ‘Conservation through education and interpretation' is a driving philosophy and
during tours they encourage their passengers to feel a sense of stewardship for the Bay and its' marine life and
to involve themselves in conservation initiatives. Polperro Dolphin Swims hosted renowned oceanographer and
National Geographic's explorer-in-residence; Sylvia Earle. Her message was simple - 'there is no better time.'
This is something they try to impress upon their guests. Doing something
can be as basic as drinking tap water or taking reusable bags when
doing the shopping and they also provide guidance to those wanting to
do more.
Polperro is aided in its’ efforts to convey this message by the Bay’s
natural wonders and also the collective experience and accumulated
knowledge, motivation, commitment and enthusiasm of the crew.
Despite having a couple of the world' most charismatic animals as the
main attraction, Polperro's crew are often considered by passengers to
be one of the most enjoyable aspects of the trip. Having a dedicated and professional crew with a sound
grasp of the principles of environmental sustainability enhances their ability to provide their passengers
with a quality experience that matches the splendour of the natural attractions being showcased.
Polperro believe that the process of fulfilling the criteria for the EcoGuide accreditation aids it in their
mission to make their tours not only environmentally informative, but also environmentally supportive and
ensure that their operating practices are consistent with the environmental messages being delivered. That
is, they are seen to 'walk the walk' and not just 'talk the talk.’

Celebrating 30 Years
Savannah Guides Limited was founded in 1988, so as part of the Carnarvon Gorge Field School, we
celebrated with a 1980’s Theme Fancy Dress Party! Everyone embraced the theme …
There were many fluoro lycra-clad Olivia Newton-John "Physical" Clones, Elvis was in the building and
we were reminded of those 80's crazes, the Rubiks Cube & The Mullet! Manager Russ even arrived
wearing the original, all green Savannah Guides uniform from 1988!
The Board decided that this was the perfect occasion to formally acknowledge all the hard work that
Russ and Sam put into the organization, way above and beyond ordinary expectations. As a result
they were called up to the "hot seat" and presented with an etched glass Appreciation Award by the
Board Members who were present - Steve Grainger, Vicki Jones and Lee Hayter.
Candles were blown out on the birthday cake and after dinner there was much fun and frivolity as
the 80's music was cranked up and the dancing began!

HAPPY 30th BIRTHDAY SAVANNAH GUIDES!

Steve Grainger
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Savannah Guides was invited to speak at the
ASEAN (Association of South East Asian
Nations) Conference
in
Siem Reap,
Cambodia, 6-9 March 2018.
The purpose of the conference was to share
ideas for effective guiding particularly in
developing destinations. Practical guidance
from international presenters fostered greater
professionalism for the
guiding sector.
S av a n n a h
G ui d e s
President Mick Clark
spoke twice at the
Conference
about
Savannah Guides, firstly
our Code of Conduct
and how important it is
for professional tour
guides
and
tour
operators to abide by
these rules.
Mick’s second presentation was to showcase
Savannah Guides as an excellent example of
a working model which has served us well for
30 years. This presentation generated interest
amongst the ASEAN conference, and many
delegates approached Mick to learn more
about how Savannah Guides operates in
Australia.
Mick’s attendance at Siem Reap would not
have been possible without the invitation and
support of
Professor Bill Carter
from University of
Sunshine Coast
QLD and the
Ministry of Tourism
in Cambodia. Bill is
an ongoing
supporter of
Savannah Guides,
encouraging our
connections with
Asian tourism
representatives.

This book has been written for country men
and women alike wishing to rekindle
memories from their years past. Few
country men have done so, therefore our
"life" history has all but disappeared.
The author who has filled many roles on the
land over a lifetime, has interviewed many
in the quest for their "hands on"
experiences ...
As children many had memories of The
Second World War and were motivated in
relating their stories of those grim times
building a fabric of information not before
published.
This volume is laced with bush humour,
written as a record of time.
Features 138 images, 318 pages and
122,000 words.
Cost $55.00 including postage.
Contact the author, Del
Savannah Guides Buddy!

Richards,

Telephone: 07 4094 1199
Email: info@finefeathertours.com.au
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WET TROPICS
TOUR GUIDE PROGRAM
Savannah Guides continues to work with its partner, the Wet
Tropics Management Authority, to deliver the Wet Tropics
Tour Guide Program.
Earlier this year two Cairns based
Workshops covered the knowledge units of Flora, Fauna &
Landscape; Presenting the World Heritage Area as
a
Cultural Landscape and Commentary Excellence. A Field School was held in March
featuring Mandingalbay Yidinji Ancient Indigenous Tours at East Trinity Reserve. Stay
tuned for the late 2018 dates of our Wet Tropics Tour Guide Field School and
Workshops.
Completion Days have also been introduced — these days are free of charge and are
set aside for Guides who have partially completed their Wet Tropics Certification and
just need to finalise Workbooks and perform their Field Assessment. You don’t
necessarily have to wait for a Completion Day though ... contact Russell (0408 772 513)
to arrange the final elements of your Wet Tropics Tour Guide Certification!
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Wildlife Tourism Conference
Tasmania
28-31 October 2018

Shane Ross, a Friend of Savannah
Guides, has been swept up in Africa and
has some great footage as well as tour
operating to see the Great Migration.

Wildlife Tourism Values and Challenges:
Balancing the Needs of Wildlife,
Tourists, Operators and Residents

“After 3 years travelling Africa and
collecting over 200 hours of footage, I've
finally produced my first video! Check it
out here, I promise you'll LOVE it!”
See: https://www.facebook.com/shanerossphoto/
videos/1837959942923031/

Details:
http://www.wildlifetourism.org.au/
registration-wildlife-tourism-conferencetasmania-2018/
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Modern humans left Africa much earlier
By Pallab Ghosh, Science, BBC News January 2018
Researchers have identified the remains of the earliest known modern humans to
have left Africa.
New dating of fossils from Israel indicates that our species (Homo sapiens) lived
outside Africa around 185,000 years ago, some 80,000 years earlier than the
previous evidence (details appear in the journal Science).
The new scientific dating evidence raises the possibility that modern humans
interacted with other, now extinct, species of humans for tens of thousands of
years. It also fits in with recent discoveries of remains and genetic studies that
also indicate an earlier departure from Africa.
In the last few years,
discoveries of modern human fossils from China dated to between 80,000 and 120,000
years ago suggest early waves of migration pushed further into Eurasia than
previously supposed.
In addition, genetic studies have turned up signs of early interbreeding between
African humans and our evolutionary relatives, the Neanderthals in Germany over
219,000 years ago, and in Siberia about 100,000 years ago.
However, the early
excursions into Eurasia by African Homo sapiens are generally thought to have
ended in extinction. Findings from genetics and archaeology suggest that presentday people living outside Africa trace their ancestry to an exodus just 60,000
years ago. Most DNA studies have failed to find evidence of these older migrations
in our genes.
Fossils thought to be early versions of Homo sapiens in Morocco have been dated to
about 315,000 years ago, and it's possible that future discoveries might push the
date back even further.

The Ongoing Work of Savannah Guides
is generously supported
by the following Corporate Partners

The Department of Environment and Science

Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service

What is happening in your world? Amazing Story?
What new resources have you discovered?
Where are you now? Great Image?

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE send to:
info@savannah-guides.com.au
We’d like to build the guiding content resources on the Savannah Guides Website to help
support our Members. Please let us know if you have any documents relating to flora, fauna
or landscape topics, appropriate cultural information, local heritage or other commentary
content.
Please send us any documents, website links or organisation contacts to help build this
important library. You’ll find our current documents at: http://savannah-guides.com.au/
members/
Members can contact Russell at info@savannah-guides.com.au if you have forgotten the
access password!

