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Welcome to our December Newsletter! 
 

This newsletter is the first for our growing band of Savannah Guides 

Supporters - travellers who have signed up to receive our newsletter.  

We hope you enjoy our collection of items about nature and the Tour 

Guideõs world, our members and the fun they have on the job!  Your 

feedback is always welcome and we hope to see you again soon. 
 

Recently weõve held terrific Savannah Guides Schools at Undara and 

Adels Grove in  the Gulf Savannah heartland, delivered new skills 

workshops and accredited new Enterprise and Savannah Guide 

members we are proud to have in the team.  Savannah Guides has new 

links in South Africa  and Ecotourism Australia and is link ing  our 

nature-based Tour Guide systems.  

2016 will be an exciting year for our members, partners, new friends 

and supporters.  We hope to see you soon. 
 

Please read more on the pages inside! 
 

Mick Clark  
President - Savannah Guides                                                                              
 

Adels Grove School ï Australiaôs Ancient Past! 
The Adels Grove  Savannah Guides School gave us all ôGorge Adventures and Fossil Secretsó. 
Many long-term members and new friends came together to learn 

from each other and our valued presenters Dr Jo n Luly of James 

Cook University, Southern Gulf Catchmentsõ Charles Curry, MMGõs 

Martin Cowley, QPWSõ Jason Bruce and Taronga Zooõs Lee Hayter.  

Lawn Hill Gorge, the Riversleigh Fossil Fields and Adels Grove were 

magnificent venues for deep insights and some great play time, 

including a rollicking campfire jam.  

Sincere thanks to Michelle and Rod Low Mow and the Adels Grove 

team, especially the Eveready Bunny, Ange Clucas.  
 

  

December 2015 

SAVANNAH GUIDES 
Savannah Guides is a network of professional tour guides with a collective in-depth knowledge of the natural and cultural assets of Northern 

Australia. It is a not-for-profit company with enterprise and individual members. Savannah Guides works with many of Australia's leading 

tourism, environmental and community organisations to pursue its mission: 

Being an economically sound, community based, professional body maintaining high standards of: interpretation and public education; training 

and guiding leadership; and through the promotion of ecologically sustainable tourism principles, enhancing regional lifestyles and encouraging 

the protection and conservation of the natural and cultural resources of the Tropical Savannahs of Northern Australia.  

  

 

INSIDE . . . 
 bŜȄǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΧ Broome! 

 Awards and New Members 

 Adels Grove Memories 

 EcoGuide Partnership 

 Are you Up for Africa? 

 Wilderness Challenge Sold 



Savannah Guides Communicator Newsletter ï December 2015  
 

 
2  

 

 

The next SAVANNAH GUIDES SCHOOL will be held in 

Broome 
22-24 April 2016 

Explore the magical multicultural heritage of Broome and stay at Lombadina Aboriginal Community on the 
5ŀƳǇƛŜǊ tŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀΦ  [ƻƳōŀŘƛƴŀΩǎ .ŀǊŘƛ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ά{ŀƭǘ ²ŀǘŜǊ tŜƻǇƭŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ also work with local tourism operators and organisations on a 
range of Tour Guide skills and sharpen our bird watching ς ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀŘŜǊǎΩ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ YƛƳōŜǊƭŜȅ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ - white sandy beaches, pristine turquoise 
waters and that red pindan sand.   
We aim to have vehicle transport available from Darwin. The Information and Registration Form will be 
available soon at:  

http://savannah -guides.com.au/about/savannah-guide-schools/  
 

 

Congratulations! 
Savannah Guides Awards were presented at the Adels Grove Savannah Guides School 
 

Val Speedie Outstanding Tour Guide Award: Mark Pugh 
Mark has guided with Wilderness Challenge and other operations in recent years and his interpretation 
skills, commitment and customer service in a wide range of tour situations are great examples for all Tour 
Guides. 
 

Barry Kubala Future Leadership Award: Kane Bassett 
Kane has evolved from a high class Chef to a first class Resort Manager, incorporating exemplary guiding. 
He initiated the Savannah Guides Supporters Program and has joined the Savannah Guides Board as 
Treasurer.  

Savannah Guides is proud to have been a part of these Membersô journeys. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://savannah-guides.com.au/about/savannah-guide-schools/
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PRESIDENTôS REPORT 

Another dynamic year for Savannah Guides draws to a close and we are very optimistic about our growing membership 

and opportunities.  The Board is diligently working through a range of issues and always prioritising membership 

benefits and our Mission in our decisions. 

Board Changes 

Our Annual General Meeting at Adels Grove saw some 

significant changes to the Savannah Guides Board. 

Leaving us after terms as Treasurer and President was 

Ben Humphries.  The organisation offers its sincere 

thanks to Benno who has been our NT lynch pin and 

source of great advice particularly around membership, 

training and protocols.  Amanda Hinton of Capricorn 

Caves also left the BoardΦ !ƳŀƴŘŀΩǎ greatly appreciated 

commercial and digital knowledge has helped the 

organisation significantly. 

Our new Board members are Kane Bassett, General Manager at Undara Experience, who also stepped up as Treasurer, 

and Vicki Jones, former Savannah Guides Manager and now Red Dirt Tours owner/operator in Winton. 

Membership Rules Adjustment 

The Board decided to amend the By-Laws to respond to member discussions around the first school accreditation of 

applicants. Now only employees of Accredited Savannah Guides Enterprises will be able to be accredited at their first 

school.  It was felt that in these situations guides will have been better observed for consistent performance.  

Supporters Program 

The Savannah Guides Supporters Program is up and running with Wilderness Challenge and Undara leading the 

submissions of visitor email addresses. This initiative brings our like-minded guests closer to the organisation and we 

hope that 2016 sees a new wave of interested visitors. 

New Savannah Guides Services 

We are asked regularly by tour operators, potential guides, Indigenous groups and local attractions about training and 

business mentoring services.  This is an area for increased activity by Savannah Guides in the coming years and we are 

working on several fronts to expand our available services. These include one day workshops, generic and tailored 

workbooks, accredited training delivery, business development programs and organisation partnerships.  Member 

involvement will be vital to enable the delivery of these services so please contact Manager Russ if you are interested. 

EcoGuide Partnership 

Building on our relationship with Ecotourism Australia and the Wet Tropics Management Authority, Savannah Guides 

is looking to build member benefits through creating a linked series of nature based tour guide systems.  Members 

comments are welcome on this exciting new opportunity. 

We are a family 

As Christmas approaches and with the Adels Grove School still fresh in our minds I am reminded how close many of us 

have become and how our professional and personal lives are enhanced by Savannah Guides. Please take a moment 

to salute our recently departed friends Ross Rogers and Terry Barnes over this thoughtful time and perhaps make a 

bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ to Savannah Guides and its wonderful fraternity in 2016. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŎƘŀǘΦ  

Regards 

Mick Clark 
President - Savannah Guides  
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Welcome to the Team!  
A hearty welcome to newly accredited Savannah Guides: 
Simon Ling of Australian Nature Guides, Carnarvon Gorge 
Stephen Fresta of Cobbold Gorge 
Angela Clucas of Adels Grove 
 

We also presented the earlier accreditation of Hirani Kydd from Oz Tours. 
 

And new Savannah Guides Enterprises: 
Red Dirt Tours ς ±ƛŎƪƛ WƻƴŜǎΩ Řŀȅ ǘƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƴǘƻƴ 
Australian Nature Guides ς walking tours in Carnarvon Gorge 
 

Congratulations to these talented and valued new members. 
 

 

SAVANNAH GUIDES ENTERPRISE PROFILE: 
RED DIRT TOURS 
wŜŘ 5ƛǊǘ ¢ƻǳǊǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻǳǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƴǘƻƴ ƛƴ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
Outback.  Owner operator Vicki Jones is a Senior Savannah Guide with 
a long term commitment to quality and nature tourism. 
Choose from a range of Winton day tours to the Australian Age of 
Dinosaurs, Lark Quarry Dinosaur Stampede, Opalton, Bladensburg 
National Park, the Diamantina River Road, Old Cork and relax with 
spectacular outback sunsets.  
See more at www.reddirttours.com.au  

Vale Ross Rogers, Savannah Guide 
November 2015 marked the passing of Ross Rogers, Senior  
Savannah Guide from Undara Experience.  
Many members will remember Ross as an enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable guide and friend, with a wealth of life experience 
and gentlemanly charm.  Ross and his beloved wife Dale were 
Savannah Guides School regulars and with his ukulele Ross 
entertained many Undara campfire visitors. 
wƻǎǎΩ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 
ǳƴǎǘƻǇǇŀōƭŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΦ  
Thanks Ross. 

 
Gerry Collins, Dale and Ross Rogers, Ivor Davies 

Vale Terry Barnes 
Recently we lost Terry Barnes to his long battle with a medical condition that was diagnosed as life-threatening 

ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ŀƎƻΦ  5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ ¢ŜǊǊȅΩǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ƘǳƳƻǳǊ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

rewarding life which also positively influenced the lives of many people with whom he came into contact through 

his deep and enduring interest in nature. 

His interest in and knowledge of Australian birds was legendary and he pioneered the raptor shows that we now see 

at wildlife parks.  Terry will be greatly missed by all who knew him. 

From Mike Anthony - Wildlife Officer, Northern Gulf Resource Management Group 
  

  

http://www.reddirttours.com.au/
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Adels Grove School Memories: 15-18 October 2015 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 

   

  

 
Paddling up the gorge 

 
Rod Low Mow sharing knowledge on the 

Lawn Hill Gorge cruise 

 
{ǳƴǎŜǘ ŀǘ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ aƛŎƪΩǎ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ 

ȅŀǊƴΦ άhƘƘƘƘΗ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘȅΗέ 

 

 

WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊƛŎƪȅΩǎ ƭŜƴǎŜǎ ŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

Purple Crowned Fairy Wren 

 
Walking the Island Stack 

 
Michelle Low Mow shows us around 

 
Phil Clucas stokes the Hot Seat at 

!ƴƎŜ /ƭǳŎŀǎΩ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ  

 
Rod highlights the amazing 

Riversleigh fossils 


